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Thanks for the articles —

you re doing great...
Keep them coming!

— EDlines

When ] agreed to become the Editor of the
North Texas PC News, everybody jokingly
said that they had found another sucker to
edit the newsletter. 1 laughed along but
secretly started worrying about what 1 had
gotten myself into. Well, after a few issues
under my belt I'm wondering when do I get
to the hard part? I mean, this ain’t so bad.
Actually, things do get a bit hectic around
here for a few days, but | find myself
enjoying this more and more with each
passing month, I’d like to say thanks to
everyone for letting me do this - cally
John Priby], the News staff, our writers, and
the Board of Directors.,

In the coming months, we will be brmgng_
you the regular features along with many

more soffware/hardware reviews and

stories of interest to all of the membership.

Andrews has a few more
Installments to his Combining Word’s and
Graphics series, Peyton Weaver will have a
review of Lotus 1-2-3 version 3.0. Also,
we'll have book reviews from Matt
Mathews and Andrew Chalk, a look at PC
Tools Deluxe, and others. So stay tuned —
same Bat-time, same Bat-channel. If you
would lke to s¢e a partlcular subject,
software package, or plece of hardware
covered in these pages, send us a postcard
or save a stamp and drop me a message on
the BBS. After all, it is YOUR newsletter.

Finally, T would bke to say Memy
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Seasons
Greetings, Happy Holidays, Bon Noel, ... to
all of you and your families. See you In the
1990's.

Douglas McQuaid

Submitting Articles for Publication in North Texas PC NEWS

1. Artcle Style. T all copy flush
left without jgstiﬂcat)i'z:. This {g’cludes
headings, bylines, and the first line of
each paragraph. Place a credit byline
(author’s name) between the title and
first paragraph. Leave a blank line
between paragraphs.

2. File Formats. ASCI text files are
preferred.  Use .TXT extendon for ASCII
Ales. If formatdng is crudal, Microsoft
WORD and WordPerfect flles will be
accepted. Other word processor file formats
may be acceptable, if the artide is
accompanied by hardeppy and an ASCU file
versfon of the article. Word processor files
create a lot of extraneous work for the
editors. [f the artide can be ASCll-fied,
please do so.

3. Submitting Articles. You may use
one of two methods.

a) NTPCUG BBS (Preferred). Log-on to
the BBS and select (U)pload from the main
menu.  Your default file transfer protocol
will be fayed. If you want to change
your default protocol, use the (P)rofile
option. Once you have set the file transfer
protocol, select the (A)rticle option from the
upload menu. You will be gmmplcd for
the filename to upload and a one-line
description of the file, Enter the filename
and the description and begin the file
ransfer. (OPTIONAL -Send a BBS mail
message to Douglas McQuaid regarding
your article.)

.b) SneakerNet. Track down one of the
editors at the monthly meeting and give
them a diskette with the article on it.
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Program for December 16

December 1989

Timothy Carmichael

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Mainframe Mandelbrot Animation with Zoom

This is a 30-minute videotape showing 12 zooms of particular points of the Mandelbrot set. The
calculations were done on an JBM 3090-800S with the Vector Facility, providing very impressive

dlsplzys. The zooms are from 10,000 to 100,000 times. There is a soundtrack with appropriate
muslic.

1000 AM - 11:00 AM Borland Corp.
Quattro Pro - Superior Spreadsheet Power
: Speaker: Fred Felman, System Engineer
The newly announced Quattro Pro offers users 3-D spreadshaet linking, external databasa con-

nectivity, spreadsheet publishing fonts, integrated draw feamzf, and more. It runs on any PC
with 512 Kb ol memory. Borland says, "Come see the new balance of pawer.” There will be a
drawing for several free copies (for addending NTPCUG members only).

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM NTPCUG Business Meeting

Come see us — we miss you when you're not therel
1:00 PM-200PM  Computer Support Corporation (based in Dallas)
Arts and Letters Graphic Editor

This versatile software package can import many different image files, has a clip-art library,
moves and merges Images, fits toxt strings along any curve, has realistic alrbrush and gradient

effects with blending, and creates positive or negative color images for printer output of offset
printing. There might be a drawing for a fres copy (for attending NTPCUG members only).

Prez Sez

Electons ,

December is the month for the election of officers. It
also means that [ have survived another 12 months of
being president. We are the only large user group
that elects the president for a one year term.

During the past year, several other user group presi-
dents have suffered burnout and had to resign. At
least with a one year term, the end is always in sight.
Please take time to vote for the new slate of officers.
They need your support.

Board of Directors and Officers

While I'm on the year-end kick, let me say that [ have
enjoyed working with our board of directors and our
officers. They are truly outstanding people.

Two years ago when I was President, I replied to a
question at a Board of Directors and Officers meeting
with the first half of a Russian saying in the Russian
language. Now, you have to believe that most
people in our country don’t speak Russian. No less
than three people around the table replied with the
other half of the Russian saying in Russian! I hope
that gives you an idea of the kind of people who 1

have worked with for the last four years. (No, they’re
not all Commiest)

Thank you all for serving.
Caveat Dictus

I'm on the Board of Directors of the Association of
PC Users Groups and have been trying to sign up for
MCI Mail (a computer based electronic mail service)
to help me communicate with the other board mem-
bers. I called MCI Customer Service because they
have done an excellent job for me with my long dis-
tance telephone service and asked the customer sup-
rt representative, Melissa, if she had a listing for
CI Mail

Melissa insisted that MCI had no such product.
Finally, in desperation, she transferred me through to
the mail room at her office.

Caveat Dictus!
Believe it or Notl

I had to do a biography recently for the Association
of PC User Groups. In doing the research, I un-
covered some interesting numbers. I joined the
North Texas PC User Group, then called the North
Texas IBM PC User Group, at its second meeting in
March of 1982. (The first meeting was held on

»
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Combining Words
and Graphics...

by Reagan Andrews, Ph.D.

Second in a series on bringing
graphics ‘into modern, high-
powered word processing

Corel DRAW 1.1 is one of those Windows-based
programs you find yourself liking in spite of its
flaws. I'm not alone in this feeling — Core] DRAW
has probably gathered more positive magazine
reviews in the last several months than any graphics
software before.

Many of the reviews are filled with superlatives.
Some are even deserved by this Canadian product.
But there’s a feeling present of bandwagon-hopping
by PC journalists who may not have lived with this
(or any other product) for enough time to tone things
down a bit.

Make no mistake, this product is good. Much of the
praise is well deserved and earned by hard work and
attention to detail on the part of its publisher.

Core] DRAW Package is Complete

As received from Corel, the package is complete and
ready to go with extensive type support and a
modicum of clip art ranging from EPS (encapsulated
PostScript) files to standard PCX, paintbrush style art.

Included in the Core] DRAW 1.1 kit are several very
handy items that make using the program much
>

Prez Sez... continued

February 20, 1982 at SMU.) There were 12 people at
the second meeting,.

By the time you read this column, we will have al-
most 1400 members. That’s a long way from 12 mem-
bers and double the approximately 700 members that
we had when I first became President 4 years ago.

This group continues to exist and grow only because
we provide something of value to you, our members.
We, the officers and board of directors, constantly
discuss new ideas for new programs. If you have an
idea about a service or a program you’d like us to
offer, please let us know.

Two Important People

John Priby! has been the newsletter publisher as long
as I can remember. Some people are surprised to
learn that the articles in our newsletter are never put
on paper untl the printer makes the press run on the
actual newsletter. Bvery thing is handled electroni-
cally until the very end.

Thank you John for our newsletter every month.
One of my great pleasures was to set out 100 copies
of our newsletters at Comdex last year along with the

—

newsletters of about 50 other user groups. Our
newsletter was completely gone after about 5
minutes,

Thank you John.

(And thank you Jim Green, and subsequently, Doug
McQuald for coordinating the editing function this
last year.)

Stuart Yarus has been President of the Computer
Councdil of Dallas for the last two years. Stuart and I
commiserate on the telephone a lot. 1 couldn’t have
made it without you buddy! (To a fellow program-
mer: Stuart, this bug’s for you!)

Donated PC’s.

Let me make one last appeal for PC’s. If you or your
company has some old PC’s that they would like to
donate to the NTPCUG, we have needy people and
other non-profit groups that need them. TPlease con-
tact any of the officers.

Happy Holidays to each of you.
Jim Hoisington a
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more enjoyable. Chief among these is a two-hour-
plus videotape detailing Corel Draw’s features that
serves as a quite nice tutorial. I watched the ta
three times, each time gaining a bit more feeling for
the product and its approach to handling graphics
details.

One problem with the tape though — it’s narrated by
Pat Burke, Corel’s Director of Engineering, who has
an extremely soothing, relaxing voice. I'm not sure,
but I may have drowsed off more than once during
my viewings a3 a result. ’

Also incdluded in the package are some of the better
written software manuals I've run across, a clip art
catalog, character reference chart, process color chart
and quick reference guide and a typescale that really
works. There’s also the usual-pack of registration
cards and disclaimers in addition to eight (8) 5.25,"
12M floppy disks. Users who have 3.5" drives will
receive 13 3.5," 720K disks in their packages.

Easgy Installation - Quick Start

Installation of Corel DRAW into the users Windows
directory requires just a few minutes time and only
two of the t floppies included. It loads into Win-
dows 2.0 or above easily with a minimum of fuss and
automatically updates the WIN.INI file in the
process. That's a major advantage of Windows ap-
plications — they don’t sneak out and rewrite the
user's AUTOEXEC.BAT or CONFIG.SYS files without
permission, and alterations to the WIN.INI file are
easy to spot and /or change.

Once loaded, Corel DRAW starts up in default mode
with all facllities readily available. It comes with 35
type families and the facility to convert a number of
commercial downloadable type faces, includin

Bitstream, Agfa Compugraphic, DigiFont, Z-Sott
Type Foundry and others via the WFENBOSS typeface
conversion utility. This allows users with "favorite"
downloadable type face families to continue using
them in Core] DRAW. (Do users really need so many

type faces?)

Por Inexperienced Graphics Users

Corel’s interface is about as good as anyone’s Win-
dows interface. Since I'm not an avid Windows fan, I
didn’t find that much to rave about here. 1 didn’t
diglike the interface as intensely as most GUI
products and it is fairly intuitive. Working through
the structure of the program should be easy for users,
abetted by some of the best manuals in the field.

Corel decided not to include the usual tutorials, but
this isn’t a deficit as a result of the organization and
layout of the manuals. If the user follows them, they

December 1989

should be able, in time, to do almost anything they
might wish.

Preehand drawing and editing is probably easier with
Corel than any other product. Fine controls on line
quality are adequate and easily accessible. Here
again, the manual does an excellent job of explaining
drawing tools and tech.n.icgu&e to smooth the way for
users learning the ropes of graphics. Also, mouse ac-
tion appeared to be smoother and better controlled,

', . once Grid Snap was eliminated, than most other
graphics programs. Mouse-button action seemed
" more precise than usual with minimal annoying

"chatter" or button-bounce.

Type is King in Corel DRAW

Corel has the reputation of handling better than
any of its competition. It does at the middle-user
level. (And, this probably covers 99% of type usage.)
Ability to handle individual characters and to modify
type midstream is probably its most powerful feature
and well covered in the manuals. Although Corel
claims more than 102 fonts from 35 type families, this
is misleading. can be manipulated so extensive-
zﬂand easily that possible vanations approach in-
inity.

Fountain fills, textures and screening variations ac-
count for a substantial amount of the Corel Draw
manuals, lending emphasis to the possibilities in-
herent in type usage. Manipulations available here
were possible only with hand generated art just a few
years ago and are seductive in Corel’s implementa-
tion. That may become a problem with overuse, even
in a graphics oriented population, with predictable
application of headline styles to everything printed if
the user isn’t careful.

Type fit to curves is handled gracefully and easily in
Corel. The process is quick, but not painless for the
uninitiated. There’s still a lot of manual manipula-
tion required to produce visually pleasing results and
many users may find the effort more demanding than
they are willing ta tolerate. They may also discover
that producing smoothly flowing curves is more dif-
ficult than anticipated, even with Corel’s excellent
drawing and editing tools.

I would have found some templates helpful in this

particular operation, and discovered why some other

géograms do include basic shapes as objects that can
brought in and rescaled.

Bitmap Tracing —~ Not Ready Yet

Corel touts its bitmap tracing feature as a solution for
users who have bitmapped art they want to edit or
convert. Since Corel is object oriented, bitmaps are
essentially not editable. The bitmap tracing feature is

»
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Thebestway totell
the Microsoft Word story,

Numbers,

Accomplishments are adding
up for Microsoft"Word 5,0,

It 1s now being used by 50 of
the top 100 Fortune 500 companies.
In 28 countries, spanmng across
five continents.

These favorable numbers
are a direct result of another set
of numbers: ,

PC Word boasts more than
100 features, supports 12 different
graphic file formats and 1s on
speaking terms with an incredible
200 printers.

With PC Word, you can easi-
ly mix three critical areas: text,
graphics and numbers. In nine
different languages, if you liké. And
PC Word can work all by itself,
or in a network, while supporting
DOS and OS/2.

We dont even quit when we're
ahead. PC Word gets an update
every year, on the average. And to
keep you updated, there are 150
authorized training centers and a

video primer. Plus complete phone
support from 80 frained technicians,
free of charge.

Fine, you say. But this is an
ad. All of these facts and figures
are, well, expected. That’s fair. So
here’s an objective view: Word 5.0
received the best overall rating o
any word processing program from
%Q_Jeadin publications, Soffware

1gest and Personal Computing.

To see what —

they did, call (8
541- Dep%,
or a free demo of
Microsoft Word 5.
You'll quick-
ly understand why
re's no other word
processing program
close to it.
A claim we wouldn’t make
without the numbers to back it up.

Microsoft

Making it all make sense

For mare Infoemation, call (800} S41-1261 Depe. K15 Outside the U,S and Canada, call (2063 882-866L © Copyright 1382 Microsaft Corporation. Microsoft. the Micrusaft logn and MS DOS are registered trademarks and Making 1 all mabe
adernark of Microsaft Cormorahon.

SEMLE PS5 AN
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faster than other products — and produces equally
terrible results. I have several, very simple bit-
mapped graphics that I've used for testing this fea-
ture — one is the map to INFOMART found on the
back cover of this newsletter.

Corel DRAW (and four other graphics programs
tested to date) gets confused by this piece. Extensive
editing is required to produce anything even vaguely

December 1989

resembling the original, Redrawing the map is much
faster.

Getting Finished Art into Print

Most users will probably use Core] DRAW to produce
art for inclusion in other programs such as high-level
word processors and page layout software. Corel ex-

»

e

This isn’t a series for power graphics users. -

I approached each of the packages as a graphics
novice, which [ am. Each of the packages, where
possible, was run under several versions of Win-
dows on a range of PC’s — an “early” PC, 4.77 Mhz,
8088, a "middle-of-the-road" 10 PC/AT and a
20 MHz, 386-powered PC/AT clone. Reason for
this approach lies in the premise of the series, that
is, many PC users will be looking at these pack-
ages as supplements to their word processing
software and hardware.

User questions often are: Can XYZGraphics do
what [ want on my existing equipment? Will the
graphics files work well with my word processor?
Can I print draft copies of my art on my dot
matrix printer before going to a laser printer?.

First some generalizations. Upper-level graphics
software will exercise any PC to its limits, especial-
ly if it's runninﬁ under Windows, S is highly
relative and where the publisher has suggested
“speed-ups" they are implemented if feasible and
reasonable. Adding an additional two megabytes
of DRAM doesn't fall in that category, but altering
existing resource allocations, i.e., RAM disk, cache,
and/or spooler, usually does.

A second generalization falls in the area of
tutorials. Always do all the tutorial exercises, and
exactly as directed. Although they may seem
oversimplified, they are important (if done well) in
developing user skills and are building blocks to
later, more complex exercises. Read all the
documentation included with the software. While
doing so, add section/chapter separators, if not al-
ready included, with brief descriptions of the sec-
tion/chapter contents. This latter can save hours
of searching later. I devoted a minimum of 24
hours to learning (and playing with) each of the
packages prior to article submission.

Third, and maybe most often overlooked, these
packages are BIG. Three megabytes (exclusive of

Graphics Programs Under Review
o or .
Good Software Doesn’t Guarantee Good Art

N\

Windows or GEM) seems to be median size for the
“stripped” versions without extensive type fonts
and clip art. What isn’t usually said on the pack-
age is that you'll need significant amounts of un-
used disk space for temporary files created
during graphics manipulations by these packages.
An additional two - three megabytes should be
sufficient in most cases.

Most of these are also memory hogs, particularly
under Windows. 640K system RAM is a real mini-
mum. More RAM memory — extended or ex-
panded -- doesn’t hurt and can speed selected
operations significantly via addition of RAM
disks.

PC’s used in the series had 640K system RAM
and at least one megabyte of expanded RAM
available. The 386 had four megabytes, three
megabytes extended, managed by Windows/386,
or as expanded memory. All three machines
were equipped with mice and 60M, high-sifed
hard disks. Displays used were standard, Her-
cules-compatible monochrome (720 X 348) dis-
plays and adapter, and a “Super VGA" (800 X
600) color display driven by a 16-bit adapter.
Other than CPU speed, equipment configuration
didn’t appear to have significant impact on pack-
age performance — or lack thereof.

Printing didn’t present as much of a problem as
anticipated, mostly thanks to Windows. Graphics
were printed in draft form on my old Toshiba
P351, a Panasonic 10911, a HP LaserJet-II and for
these articles, on the PC NEWS’ NEC LC890 Post-
Script printer. This latter can present problems
since PostScript printers usually handle shading
and fill patterns differently than the other printers
mentioned.

At the close of the series, graphics packages will
be given to the PC NEWS staff for use in the
Club’s newsletter and other publishing efforts.
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f)orts files as PostScript (EPS), Windows Metafiles
WMF), bitmapped .TIF and .PCX files, IBM PIF
(GDF) and SCODL files for slide makers.

I ran into problems exporting .TIF files on occasion.
When testing printing, I loaded one of the Corel il-
lustrations supplied and discovered that my (early)
Windows printer driver wouldn’t work with Corel so I
exported the file as a .TIF file and loaded it into

WORD 5.0 which promptly refused to recognize
Corel’s .TIF format. However, the same file imported

easily into Arts & Letters 2.0 (reviewed last month)
and printed equally easily. It also went into Venturz
Publisher 2.0 without problem. - .

Subsequently, T’ve been kicked out of Windows/386 to
DOS while exporting .TIF files on two occasions, but
retries met with success. This is a surprise since
Corel seems to have very, very good error handling
and never locked up the PC.

Corel Handles Printing Very Well
(Once You Have the Right Driver)

Although Corel states that their WYSIWYG (What
You See Is What You Get) interface reduces the need
for draft copies, users will still want those draft
copies in the process, If the user's printer(s) is/are
supported by Windows, there probably won’t be
much problem here in getting draft prints. Users
with PostScript printers should read the documenta-
tion very carefully, however, since these tend to
present some special problems.

T've been in the habit of printing drafts on my old,
reliable dot matrix Toshiba and going to a LaserJet-Il
for finished product. For these newsletter pieces, the
process includes finished printing on the PC NEWS’
NEC LC890, PostScript printer, Fills and patterns are
"seen" differently by the NEC (and other PostScript
printers) than the Toshiba or the Laser]et-lI, often
with unpredictable results. This is a common prob-
lem with all graphics packages and certainly not
restricted to Coézl BRAM}) g Y

A nice touch in Corel is the print option menu which
allows printer setup without having to revert to Win-
dows and CONTROL.EXE. Some of the early, multi-
model drivers included with Windows "default" to
the first printer on their list each time Windows is
started and this is often not the desired printer
model.

At the Professional Level, graphic artists will ap-
preciate some of Core]l DRAW's more advanced fea-

Merry Christmas
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tures, especially the Pantone Color Matching System.
Color separations are facilitated via inclusion of color
for the page, crop marks and crosshairs, screen angle
and density in the print menu, but are restricted to
PostScript output devices. The files can also be
printed as a negative for phototypesetters which
image directly on film.

End User Support Generally Good

Corel is based in Ottowa, Canada. Therefore, user
support is via long distance and long waits on hold
are not appreciated. In several calls, my longest
"hold-time" was approximately 90 seconds, and even
then I had ah earlier option to have tech support call
back. Once I did request a call back, I received a
regsponse from Corel in about 45 minutes, That's
good, very good.

On the down side, when I explained my problem —
Toshiba printer driver ~ the technician suggested I
put the P351 in IBM mode and use the Windows IBM
Graphics Printer driver. This is very low resolution
and really only acceptable for full-page "Happy-
Faces." The Corel technician was unaware (as I was
unaware untl I contacted Micrografx and Toshiba)
that there was a new Toshiba driver that solved the
problem with Corel DRAW. Granted, 1 don’t expect
technicians to know other vendors’ software, but this
affected the Corel product...

Reagan a

North Texas PC Users Group
Personal Users (Beginners) Special Interest Group

*Fundamentals of Personal Computers”
16-Claas Revolving Schedule

Infomiant Clasa Clags Tite/
Sawrday Numbac Deacription
12 Aug 89 12 Start Up
22 Diskeite Sizea & Fonmaning Each
Classes 32 Copying & Backing up Fllea
§ Bwu 4 4.4 Persona) Computer Hardware
23 Sep 88 6.1 Fixed Digk Directorias, Batches, 8 Pathg
8.0 DOS Menu Systems on fixed Disks
Classes 7.1 Fundamentals of Lotua 123
5thru 8 82 Fundamentals of "BASIC™ Language
14 Oct 89 9.1 Qeneals & Overview of Computer
Focha s
Clasees 10.4 NTPCUQ Disk of the Month Library
8 thru 12 11,1 PC Graphics Modas
12.1 Bulledn Boards & Archive Programs
11 Nov 89 180 Printer Sewp
14.0 Writing Lotus MACROS
Clagses 16.0 M ag of Software
13 tuu 16 Available

oday
16.0 PCe to the End of the 20th &
Into the 218t Century

Classes are free and open 10 all beginners, novices, new PC ownera, s0on-
-be PC owners, and personal (vs. prolessional) users. COME JOIN US AS
WE COVER THE FUNDAMENTALSI
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Nominee for President-Elect

Jim Hoisington

Jim pwrchased his first JBM PC in Saptember of 1981.
Alihough he missed the first meeting of the Nerih
Texas PC Users group on February 20, 1982, he
managed to join at the March mesting. Since that
March 1982 meeting, the group has grown from 12
members 1o almost 1400.

In 1988, Jim became one of the four founding officers
of the Computer Councli of Dallas, an umbralla or-
ganization for user graups in the Dallas / Ft. Worth

Andy Oliver
Andy has spent the last thieen year's working wilh
computers angd of those thirteen years the last six with
PC's. He wotks for Rosewood Resources, Inc., an oil
and gas company, as Production Administralion Su-
pervisor.  Andy is on the execulive committee and is
a founding mamber of a 60 member user's group at
Rosawood. In addition 1o his production supervisory
activities, Andy teaches Lotus 1-2-3 and DOS dasses

Reagan Andrews

Reagan Andrews, Ph.D., was presideni of the Club in
1888 and has been a member since January, 1983.
He is cumently Co-leader of the DOS SIG and is
Leader of the MS-WORD SIG which he formed in
Janvary, 1988,

Phil Chamberlain

Atter 40 years Phil retired lrom Eastman Kodak where
he managed the Kodak plant in Dallas. For a number
of years he taught color photography 1o Kodak
employees and to the motion piclure industry in Hol-
lywood and New York. A native lowan, he received a
degree in Chemical Engineering from lowa Stale
University.

Mark Gruner

Mark has been a member of the Nonh Texas PC
Users Group since 1985 and has used IBM PC's and
compatibles for 5 years. Mark has been the Lotus SIG
leader of the group lor approximately 2 years, He has
baen glving presentations to the Lotus SIG since
1885, and also gives presentations on 1-2-3 to the
Personal Users SIG. Additionally, he is a member of
the Disk-of-the-Month Central Commitiee which is
tesponsible for the preparation of the disks/sofiware
sold each month at the meetings. Mark intends to

-
o~
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area. The Computer Coundil of Dallas leases the IN-
FOMART building in Dallas once a month and
provides meeling spacs for il's 16 conslituent user
group members.

Jim has twice served as prasident of the North Texas
PC Users group. His current ferm expires & the end
of 1989, He is also a SIG Leader and currently fills
the position of Membership Director. Jim is a consuft-
anl and works with Personal Computers and Local
Area Networks.

. at Rosewcod. Andy holds a Bachelor's degree in

Business Admianistration from Dallas Baptist University.

Many of you have seen Andy at the North Texas PC
Users Group where he first served as an Anchor per-
son at the Informatian/Registration booth. Others who
have nol seen Andy have heard from him on the
telephone lor he has been an aclive force in obtaining
volunteers for User Group activities In his present role
as Assistant Volunteer Coordinator.

A Clinical Psychologist and Chief, Post Traumalic
Stress Disorder Program, at the Dallas Veterans Ad-
ministralion Medical Center, Reagan also has a limited
private practice in Ireatment of siress-related disor-
ders. He holds B.A. and M.S. degrees trom SMU and
earned a Ph.D. at lhe University of Texas Health
Science Center af Dallas.

Phil has been lnvolved with computers since 1962,
and is one of the original members of North Texas PC
Users Group. He has lad saveral of the SIGs, includ-
Ing Turbo Pascal and Beginners. Phil is cumently
serving on the 1989 Board of Directors. His biggest
interest is in helping newcomers learn fo uss their
computers productively.

continue in his capacity as Lotus SIG Leader and as a
member of the Disk-ofdhe-Month Central Commitiee if
elacted to the Board of Direciors.

Mark is currently a Supervisor in the Corporate Finan-
cial Analysis Depanment at Electronic Dala Sysiems
(EDS). He holds a Bachelor degres in Business Ad-
ministration from the University of Georgia in Athens,
Goeorgia, and a Masters of Business Administration
from Indiana University In Bloomington, Indiana.
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he Month

Kathryn Loafman, DOM Chair

First off, let me repeat what it Is that the DOM doess DOM |
provides access to software. We don’t sell you the software; the -

software remains the property of the author/publisher. If the pro-
ﬁam on the disk is Shareware and you are using the program,

en you need to register the software. In other words, if getting
the latest versfon of a particular saftware package ls important.to
you, then you mugst have a registered version. I the program Is
Public Domain, then you must contact the author for permission to
use the software in-a commerdal applicatior.

We look for the latest versions of the Htles we have in the DOM.
The dedslon to update a ttle is based on the frequency with which
the author Issues new versions, the of significance of the
update, and the previous sales of the title. We have also learned
that there {3 some sort of mysHcal relation between our dedslon to
issue the update and newer version belng issued by the author.
Paranois, you say? The long, hairy arm of coinddence? Little do
you know.

(1) The Monthly Meeting, Howard Hamilton hands out disks for
review, and (hopefully) receives completed reviews from the
volunteer revlewers. Various well intentioned souls hand In disks
containing software they would like to see in the DOM, remember-
Ing to Include thelr name and phone number so we can credit their
contribudon when we write up the Readme for the disk. (We do
check for viruses) Between 1- 2PM, an inventory of the disks is
made, and the results given to Dr. Hamdlton. ;

(2) Between the Monthly Meeting and the DOM Central Commit-
tee Meeting the following week, Dr. Hamjlton organizes a list of
the finished reviews, the disks still out on review, and the dlakd
nobody volunteered to review. He complles the inventory count,
s0 we know what we need to reorder, what is selling well, and
what needs to be weeded out.

(3) DOM Central Commdttee Meeting. We look at the reviews
that have been handed in, and we look at the version numbers and
dates of the programg. Mark Gruner and Ken Loafian make note
of the tiles we need to check on the Bulletin Boards for updates,
We Jook at what we have on hand that has not been reviewed.
Programs written by NTPCUG members and software that will be
featured at the next meeting get the highest priority.

We like to glve the volunteers the first chance to do the reviews;
but if the review copy of the disk {3 not picked up at the Monthly
Meeting or if the review is slow in coming in, then a member of
the DOM Central Commitiee will volunteer (Army style) to do the
review.

Once we decide what will be ready for the next meeting, we assign
a disk number and an Area Edilor to each disk.

(4) Disk Prep. Buletin Boards are checked for updated versions
of the dtles that will be issued. The Area Editor checks the review
and the software, The review has to be edited down to fit the
Readmo file, A Readme file is no longer than 60 lines long, with
header and footer. The header identifies the Readme as coming
from the NTPCUG, gives the disk number, the title of the program,
and a descriptive subdile. The footer identifies who donated the

the Reviewer, and the Area Editor. This is 50 that credit
and blame can be fa.l.r&{{'.3 divided among the partidpants. The con-
tent of the readme tells what the software does, what {t will run
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on, how to gel it started, and the names of the flles on the disk, A
check of the software 10 make sure all the necessary files are
present, and that the software can be Installed and will run as indi-
cated. Blessings are called down for the software authors who
provide a list af the files that should be on the disk, complete with
flle size and dates. A disclaimer file is put on the dlsk, the name
of which identifies the disks as a product of the NTPCUG.

(5) Two weeks before the next Monthly Meeting: Drap Off Day.
The Area Editors drop off the finished product with Howard
Hamilton, who will deliver the master disks to Midwest Magnetics
where the DOM disks are produced for the meetings. The disk
numbers are revised, dropping the titles that did not make the
deadline or have had a significantly revised version released.

(6) Between-Drop Off day and the Monthly Meeting: PANIC. Dr.
Hamllton assembles the update for the Catalog Disks. The new
Readme files are added to Catalog Disk . Kathryn Loafman up-
dates the subject, title and cross-reference Indexes, and sends
copies to Howard Hamitton (for the Catalog Disk) and the Club
Bulletin Board. Copies of the new Readmes and the latest index
are photocopled for the DOM table. Ken Loafman, Mark Gruner,
and total strangers report updated version numbers to the Htles
being produced. Agonizing reappralsals.

/) The Monthly Meeting. Mark Gruner brings the boxes {(and
boxes) of DOM disks to the meetlng, Howard Hamdlton brings the
disks to be reviewed, the DOM volunteers scheduled by Bill Dris-
sell set up the DOM table, and we start all over Someone
points out that there Is a more recent version available for one of
the titles just issued this month.

December Disk of the Month

What with the deadline for the monthly newsletter being the 10th
of the previous month, and the manthly meetings hitting just after
the newsletter deadilne, getting Information on the aurrent
manth’s DOM disks 13 not just difficult, it's impossible! BUT, since
this 13 December and the season for miracles, we actually have a
report on a Digk-of-the-Month that will be featured at the Decem-
ber meeting, The disk is the preduct of the presentations made at
the NTPCUG Lotus SIG. The report is in the form of a Yule-tide
letter from the author, Mark Gruner, and Is presented herewith
My wish for the season s that the other NTPCUG SIGs will take
note, and consider what sort of disk they in turn could assemble
for the DOM.

December, 1989

Dear North Texas PC User’s Group:

First a brief introducton. For those who do not know me, I
am on the Disk-of-the-Month (DOM) Cenirat Committee, the
Lotus SIG Leader, and have been a member of the North
Texas PC User’s Group (NTPCUG) for 3+ years. As a memi-
ber of the DOM Central Committee, [ help prepare the disks
that are sold every month at the DOM table. As the Lotus
SIG Leader, 1 give presentadons on 1-2-3 and Symphony and
various other related programs. [ also glve a couple of
presentations on 1-2-3 to the Personal User's SIG. These
presentations cover topics from the menu structure to @ func-
dons to macros to add-ins just to name a few, Many non-1-2-
3 and Symphony spreadsheet users also attend the SIG meet-
Ings since the spreadsheet package that they use is 1-2-3 com-
patble, So even non-1-2-3 users have benefited from the
presentations.

[ have enjoyed glving all of these presentations every month
and have saved most if not all of them, [f] do say so myself,
the presentations ] give are qulte good and are well received
by the novice and advanced users who attend the monthly
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meetings. My nal opinion is that no one feature ar
capablility in 1-2-3 is difficult and [ try to make each of my
presentatians easy to understand and use by all - even the so
called difficult topics,

Many members who attend the SIG have suggested that 1
complle some of the presentalions and offer them to the
NTPCUG through the DOM table. Wel), preparing a digk has
been a long-term goal of mine and I Anally decided to bite the
bullet and get one together. 5o avallable at the December
1989 meeting at the DOM table will be a disk or perhaps even
a two-disk set with some of the Lotus SIG presentations.

The disk will concentrate on the menu structure of 1-2-3, The
toples will Include the Global Worksheet commands, the
Worksheet menu, Titles and Windows, the Range menu struc-

ture (also Includes Copy and Move), the Print menu strae-

ture, the Graphimenu structure, Databases and the related
commands, and Data Tables. The only major menu structure
that may not be on the disk is the Fle menu structure. The
File menu structure may not be indluded since 1 have not
glven a presentation on it or bave lost the presentation. How-
ever, if ime allows, I might even be able to get a presentation
put together on the File menu. ¥ so, then all major Menu
comunands will be presented on the disk that will be available
in December. AND, with any luck, I will be able to put
together a disk early next year that will include my presenta-
tions on @ functions, macros, and other miscellaneous topics
covered in the Lotus SIG.

The files that contain the handouts will be In straight ASCH
text so that you can copy the handouts dlrectly to your
printer or even use your favorite word processor. Some of
the handouts have two versions because they use some con-
trol codes In them to alter the print attributes, The control
codes used are for an Epson FX printer or compatible. If your
print Is FX compatible and running in Epson mode, then
simply copy the files with an extension of FX to the printer to
get the spedal printing atiributes, For example, TITLES does
not Indude any spedia) print attributes, but TITLES.FX does.

Also included on the disk will be the varlous worksheets that
I have used In the presentations to {Bustrate various polnts.
All of the presentations have been changed in one way or
another. Many changes come from Including comments as to
which worksheet on the disk 1s applicable to which feature.
Most of the worksheets have been changed to include some
macros to perform some of the functlons presented In the
written material. And yes, I have corrected some of the er-
rors such as misspelled words and poor ar, One other
aspect of the presentations on the disk is that [ have updated
all of them to discuss the new menu commands available in
Release 2.2 and 3.0. As you might Imagine, the preparation
of this disk took some tme and effort [ also think that all of
this effort has paid off in the quality of the material.

I know what you are thinking, Mark is only issuing thig disk
so that he can get rich by asking for some money from those
who use the Ups, tricks, and new found knowledge that is
discovered. How wrong you arell You see, everyone as-
sociated with the admintstration of the NTPCUG is a volun-
teer. Basically this means that we freely give of ourselves for
the benefit of the other members. Therefore, I am simply of-
fering this disk to the NTPCUG to benefit other members.
Sounds too good to be true, huh? Well, to put it another
way, volunteers are basically crazy.

18 this disk really free - well, sort of. First of all, the disk will
cost you a few buckg at the DOM table. The DOM table is a
primary source of income for the NTPCUG. Alang these
lnes, if you distribute this disk to others, consider donating
the equivalent proceeds to the NTPCUG. The DOM table will
be happy to accept your donations. The money from disk
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sales goes to support all sorts of NTPCUG functions and
needs. There s one additional thing you could do to show
your appredation - support the NTPCUG by volunteering
your time and/or expertise, by joining the group and paying
the membership fee, by promoting the benefits of the group
to others so that they also become members. The NTPCUG Is
only as good as the people who work for it and make it bet-
ter. 1have also copyrighted the material so that others cannat
use the material to make money off of the efforts of a volun-
teer of the NTPCUG without getting consent and glving
proper credit.

[ have tried to make sure that all the Information on the disk
Ls accurate, but as thase who attend the Lotus SIG meetings
will lell you, mistakes do occur In the presentations and will
likely always occur. lf you find any major glaring errors, let
‘me krniow. As for the misspelled words and the small mis-
takes - please iry to overlook them and think about the good
things on the disk. .

I certainly hope that everyone who buys the disk finds the
Information on It to be valuable and to have some

features. If you have any comments on the disk, I would be
happy to hear from you. Simply send a message to the Mark
Gruner mallbox or to the LOTUS SIG conference on the
NTPCUG Bulletin Board.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Mark H. Gruner

November Disk(s) of the Month:

Disk 422. Wanderer 2.2 A Public Domain game by Steven
Shipway.

Wanderer is a game Lhat is played as the name suggests, you
wander around coll treasure.  However, there {s a twist, or
several In fact. While you wander around collecting treasures, you
will have 1o compete with falling boulders, shooling arrows, little
monsters, blg monsters, balloons that rise, land mines, and
strategy.

Strategy Is the challenging part: figuring out how to avoid a
shooting arrow so that you can cause a boulder to fall, which will
reveal a ireasure, all the while remembering the 30 steps that are

before this so that when the boulder falls, it falls in the
right place that will not cover up another piece of treasure. Al-
together a most challenging gamel

With 49 screens of Increasing complexity, the game will keep one
amused for many hours, days, weeks...

Wanderer will operate on almoest any display incduding
monochrome; however, If you ever get to see the EGA/VGA or
Hercules graphics version, you may want to go out and purchase
one just to play the game. When in the EGA/VGA /Hercules en-
vironment, Wanderer s able to use bitmapped graphics which are
impressive. In the other environments, character graphics are used
for the screens. The game of Wanderer will occupy about 260k of
your memory, so most people with a 512k system should be able
to play the game.
Reviewed by Kenneth Loafman.

Disk 423. SHEZ 481. The Compression Companien, by Jim
Derr. c1989 California Software Design

SHEZ i3 a shell program to make viewing and working with ar-
chive flles user friendly. SHEZ will allow you to create archives,
view archive, selectively extract, list, or execute files within an ar-

»
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ickPascal makes this

Soffware g ever faster

”

Even the quickest minds tend to brake
suddenly when confronting new languages.
(s Enter new Microsoft®
 QuickPascal Compiler.

The first Pascal that 1s
not only but easy, mtui-
tive and 100% headache-free.
For example, our new
QuickPascal Advisor
0 ers on-thejob training: by
cuttmgand pasting sample code ucanleam
to program mPascaJ fnom scratch. And if
do hit a snag, the Quick Advisor can strai ten
everything out right on the spot.

To accelerate your thought processes
even more, all of our processes are seamlessly
integrated; no other Pascal offers you easier

Custoenens o the 1S, call (8000 32584000, In ¢ anadi call (4160 673- 7638 Outsade Nosth Armenca, call (L2061 BR2-H66]. € L
Madkig: of sf npike e (5 3 traderrowk of Macrsolt Goeporatnn. Terbo Paseal i a negtstened erdermurk of Borland Intemnaions

10

access to your editor, debugger and compiler.
What's more, QuickPascal is the first
PC Pascal to offer Object Oriented Program-
ming, or OOP. With objects, you can easily
assemble whole programs from modular build-
ing blocks of code and data. And once you know
Pascal, OOP is a snap. Which means, you get
maximum productmty with minimum effort.
Naturally, our Pascal is also fully source
compatible wi  Turbo Pascal®
So stop by your Microsoft dealer soon.
You'll find our software is on the same
wavelength as yours.

Making it all make sense

1)?11xnll'15‘#\‘| coms fr Ueepornton, All nhts neeroed. Sacn seofi e the Mocrsoft g are negrstenad radermarks and
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chive. The menuing system SHEZ uses resembles many of the
polnt and shoot directory scanning style programs, and SHEZ con-
tains many of the same capabillies along with the abllity to view
archives and archive contents.

SHEZ is a necessary tool if you have many archive flles. The
response is fast and the user interface is very friendly. The
SHEZCFG utility allows you to configure SHEZ to your system
easily and quickly.

An opHon of the SHEZ program Is to scan archives for viruses
using the VIRUSCAN program of John McAfee. VIRUSCAN may
be obtalned from this User Group library, from BBS’s, or from John
McAfee’s own board directly.

In order faor SHRZ to function you must have one or more of the
following archive programs: oL
PKZ(P, PKUNZIP by Phi Katz for ZIP files.
PKUNPAK, PKPAK by Phil Karz for ARC files.
LHARC laal‘;!aruyusu oshizak for LZH filea.

ZOO by Rahul Dhesi for 2OO files.
PAK by NoGate Consulting for PAX fitas.

Plus LIST by Vern Buerg for listing files extracted from an archive.
Reviewed by Kenneth Loafman.

Digk 424. PC-Calc+ 2.0. BattonWare Spreadsheet Program (3
disk set) ButtonWare, Inc.,, PO. Box 36058, Bellevue, WA 98009-
4469 Registration Fee: $69.95 + §5.00 S/H

PC-Calc+ 2.0 fs the latest version of the popular spreadsheet pro-
gram by ButtanWare. The program {s very powerful and offers
users many powerful features found in other spreadsheet pack-
ages. PC-Calc+ will run on any [BM XT AT or compatible with at
least 320K of available memory, DOS 2.0 or later. It requires a
hard disk or 2 720K floppy disks. Monochrome, CGA, EGA, VGA,
or Hercules monitors are supported. Several printer drivers are
also included. :

Users of previous versions of PC-Calc+ will have to conven thelr
old spread-sheets into the new format used by this version with
the CONVERT pr . The CONVERT program will also con-
vert 1-2-3 and DIR files into PC-Calet+ format and PC-Calc+ files
into 1-2-3 or DIF formats.

This version of PC-Calc+ is 256 columns by 8000 rows Instead of
the customizable columns and rows of the previous verslon. PC-
Cale+ fndudes many bullt-in functions including 11 date/time, 11
finandial, 17 math, 4 logical, 13 special, 11 statistical, 15 irig, and 4
siring functions.

A host of cursor movement keys are available Induding several
special keys to perform meny common tagks. Preasing the / key
will bring up the menu. Help Is always avallable by pressing F1
for context sensitlve help or F2 for general an-line help for com-
mands or built-in functions. There is also an extensive macro lan-
guage and a Mearn™ mode.

Reviewed by Mark Gruner.

Disk 425. Finance Manager II, 13e. Double entry general ledger
from Hooper Intermatdonal, P.O. Box 62219, Colorado Springs,
CO 80962 Registradon Fee: $49.95 plns $3.00 S/TH

Finance Manager Il is a serles of modules to perform the financiat
record keeping of a household or business. The main module is
General Ledger Lite which Is a oon:lplete double entry general
ledger system. The other modules include accounts recelvable, ac-
counts payable, payroll, account recondliation, and financial
utliles. These additional modules are probably not needed for a
household. By registering 3 or 4 modules you receive a 10% dis-
count and a 15% discount for 5 or more. The total cost would
$178.70 for all 6 modules after the discount.

Ve
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The program is well designed and smooth in operation. It will
handle up to 1957 accounts. Sample chart of accounts are included
for both home and business in the form of a tutoral. Budgeting
capability is also included. The system ls menu-driven and is
capable of handling up to 20,000 transactions per company or
household file.

Entering transactions is quick and easy. However, a bit confusing
is that you "write over” the previous transaction when entering
new transactions. Each transaction consists of a description, a
check number (if needed), account numbers, and the amounls.

. The program will not allow you to save a transaction that {s out of

balance. When the account number is requlred, the chart of ac-

- counts appears at the bottom of the screen. One punor Incon-

11

venience is that the screen only shows one credit and one debit.
Therefore, a trangaction may require several screens.

Bullt-in reports incdude the General Journal, Account History, In-
come Statement, Balance Sheet, Sources and Uses, Budget
Variance, Chart of Accounts, Budget Listing, and Trial Balance.
Reports can be sent to the screen, printer, or disk file. All reports
can-be for a single month or for multiple months which is referred
as a trend report.

General ledger systems generally require some work
before beginning to work with the program with live data. It is
therefore suong?y recommended that you print out and read the
documentaton before using the program.

Systemn requirements: IBM PC/XT/AT PS/2 or compalible with 2
floppy disk drives or hard disk using DOS 2.0 or greater, and 256K
in memory.

This review prepared by Armold Krusemark.

Disk 426. Technojocks Turbo Toolkdt 5.0 Turbo Pascal 4.0/5.0
Tools, by Bob Ainsbury, Shareware registration is $49.95 + $5.00
postage.

The purpose of the toolkit Is to provide a library of easy- to-lmple-
ment procedures for repetilive programming tasks such as win-
dows, menus, user inpul, string formatting, directory listings, and
mouse support. The toolkit s designed specificaily lo operate with
Borland Turbo Pascal 4.0 & 5.0.

The hardware needed to use this software is an [BM compatible
PC, XT/AT or PS/2 using DOS 2.X and up. A Microsoft Mouse or
compatible is required for the mouse procedures, All of the stand-
ard display adapters are supported, ncluding the monochrome,
CGA, EGA and VGA.

The toolkit comes on one 360K disk. All of the files are in archives
and will need to extracted. Installaton dlffers from previous ver-
slons. Only the source Is contained for the units, NOT the units
themselves, Instructions pre included in the abbreviated documen-
tatlon file for creating each of the units.

This review prepared by Richard .

Disk 427. UCC FORTH 200. Public Domain FORTH by M.F.
Buchan, from United Controls Corporation Forth.

In a ime when several commercial FORTH implementations and
several more public domain versions are avaflabie, why consider a
new version? quote Buchan, "1 believe that UCC 4th showed an
originality of fmplementation, and clarity of conception that is to-
tally absent in vumaml]l{ all other verzsions. Having bought, and
struggled unsuccessfully for many months with other packages in
1983, opening UCC 4th was like a breath of fresh air in a world
hidebound by traditon, conservatism, and a seemingly perverse
pleasure In obscurity far its own sake.”

Some of the more atiractlve features of the package include:
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1. It has an excellent user interface with DOS.

2. The documentaton is clear and readable.

3. Bi;la.l')' COM files may be loaded with UCC's CLOAD com-
mand.

4. The command language 13 extensible.

5. It {s compatible with your current DOS. You can continue to
use the editor you currently use. You can shell-out to DOS for file
mardpulation and other things. You can then return to FORTH
where you Jeft off.

6. The disassembler is a real disassembler. It maintains a linkage
to your own dictionary, and shows mnemonics and addresses.

7. Although some of the more common FORTH words are absent,

If they are really missed, they may be defined and included.
8. 1t allows the entry of numbers in decimal, binary and hex.

The source code for interpreter/compiler is not included but
memory images KERNELIMG are provided which conlain the
Compiler/inlerpreter, and from these a complete new system can
be bullt up — as well as turnkey systems with the compiler/inter-
preter omitted.

This review prrpaned by Bruce Buford,
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Disk 428. TickleX 5.0. Tickler and calendar program, by R.A.
Kelly, Integra Computing, Box 72063, Marletta, GA 30007-2063
Shareware Registration: $50.00

TICKLEX is a tekler, scheduler, calendar, and to-do list, It can be
used to track hours worked, expenses, and {ncome. It can integrate
those jobs with the ability to handle simple "project management”
tasks such as docket control in an attorney’s office. It can handle
up to 8000 appointments, deadlines, trips, vacations, exerdses, mis-
cellaneous events, and reminders. A memory-resident alarm can
alert you to as many as 20 scheduled jtems. You can print calen-
dars and dally schedules and custom reports. An auto-execute
functfon (using macros) is implemented. On- screen help is avall-
able.

TickleX will run on an IBM PC, XT/AT or compatible running DOS
2.1 or greater. Memory requirements not stated, but an earller ver-
slon of Ticklex required "encugh memory to devote 350K solely to
TickleX". A hard drive Is "highly recommended”. Most printers
are supported, including Laser printers. Color and manochrome
monitors are supported, as are LANs.

This review prepared by Preston Brashear,

—————

Fifty Yards of Computer Books
by Robert Monaghan CDP,CSP,CCP,CISA,W5VC

Our Dallas Public Library has a pretty fine collection
of computer books. But I prefer another library for
casual browsing. That library is also open to the
public for longer hours (Mon.-Thurs. 8am-11pm, Fri.
8-6, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 2pm-11pm). You’'ll find fifty
yards of computer books and over 100 computer re-
lated magazines and journals. The library is open to
everyone as a U.S. Government depository library:
Have you guessed the library I'm describing? Yes,
we're talking about the SM.U. Science Library. The
S.M.U. Science Library is readily accessible on the
central quadrangle of the $.M.U. campus.

The fifty yards of computer books begin on your
right, as you enter the library. Just go past the
photocopy machines (10 cents/copy) and smoking
area. Smokers, take heart. You can read and smoke
in this library. The computer secdon starts in the
book shelves labeled QA76. The section covers an
enormous variety of topics and machines. You will
find a heavy emphasis on computer languages,
databases, and computer architecture. You will also
find many more yards of computer books under
topics such as telecommunications, graphics, and
electronics. In all, more than a thousand computer
titles await your inspection and use.

As you head up the stairs, you'll probably focus on
the IBM PS/2 with optical drive and printer. The
Wilson optical disk so lists all the articles pub-
lished in hundreds of scientific journals and
magazines. You can search by topics, authors, or tit-
les. Enter a query on expert systems or artificial intel-
ligence. You will get an instant database of over

1,000 matching "hits". You can page through these
listings, print them, or further refine your selections.
Best of all, there are no on-line charges.

Next to the PP5/2, you’ll find the reference section for
computers. Are you are looking into purchasing
software, hardware, or systems? If so, you'll find the
independent user-survey based DATAPRO manuals
useful. The DATAPRO Microcomputer Software,
Small Computers, Dial-up Databases, Telecom-
munications, and Microcomputer multi-volurne ser-
vices are available on the shelves. I've also used al-
gorithms from the
Collected Algorithms
of the ACM shelved
here. You’ll find
Software Digest’s
Ratings Reports. Un-
like the magazines,
these reports rarely
pull punches. Like
the magazines,
Software Digest often
exhaustively covers
the latest products in
databases, spread-
sheets, and so on.

Speaking of maga-
zines, you’ll find
hundreds of maga-
zines on the next
floor. Back issues are
shelved alphabetical-
ly on the top floor.
The latest issues are
on display in racks
which wrap around

»
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several reading areas. Many magazines are also on
the shelves which are not on display. Many back is-
sues of BYTE, PC, PC Magazine, and PC World are
found in bound volumes on the shelves. You can
simply grab, read, or photocopy as you like.

As a U.S. Government depository library, you’ll find
such resources as all of the NASA publications,
geological maps, and all the rest paid for by your tax
dollars. For example, 've used the Patent Office Of-
ficial Gazette to do some legal research.

Finally, the science library has a wealth of current
magazines, many of which relate to computer usage.
Some topics which might prove useful to our diverse
members’ interests include:

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, AUTOMATICA,
CD-ROM LIBRARIAN, CAD, COMPUTER LAN-
GUAGES, COMPUTER NETWORKS AND ISDN
SYSTEMS, COMPUTERS AND BIOMEDICAL RE-
SEARCH, COMPUTERS AND ELECTRICAL EN-
GINEERING, COMPUTERS AND OPERATIONS
RESEARCH, COMPUTERS AND PEOPLE, COM-
PUTERWORLD, COMPUTING, DATABASE,
DESIGN ENGINEERING, EDN, ELECTRONIC
DESIGN, ELECTRONIC NEWS, ELECTRONICS,
ELECTRONICS AND WIRELESS WORLD, RU-
TURE GENERATIONS COMPUTER SYSTEMS,
FUZZY SETS AND SYSTEMS, GEO-BYTE, IBM
SYSTEMS JOURNAL, IBM JOURNAL OF RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, I.E.E.E.
PROCEEDINGS, TRANSACTIONS, MAGAZINES
INCLUDING LE.E.E. COMPUTERS AND DIGI-
TAL .TECHNIQUES, 1.E.E.E. oP-
TOELECTRONICS, I.LE.E.E. DESIGN AND TEST
OF COMPUTERS, LE.E.E. ENGINEERING AND
MANAGEMENT REVIEW, [.LE.EEE. SOLID STATE
CIRCUITS, NETWORK, INCIDER - APPLE II SYS-
TEMS, INDUSTRIAL ROBOT, INFORMATION
SYSTEMS AND OPERATIONS RESEARCH, IN-
FORMATION AND COMPUTATION, INFORMA-
TION AND SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY, INFOR-
MATION EXECUTIVE, INFORMATION HOT-
LINE, INFORMATION PROCESSING AND
MANAGEMENT (& LETTERS), INFORMATION
AND SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY, INTERNA-
TIONAL JOURNAL OF GAME THEORY, INTER-
NATIONAL JOURNAL OF PARALLEL
PROGRAMMING, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
OF ROBOTICS RESEARCH, JOURNAL OF ALGO-
RITHMS, JOURNAL OF AUTOMATED REASON-
ING, JOURNAL OF ROBOTIC SYSTEMS, JOUR-
NAL OF SCIENTIFIC COMPUTING JOURNAL
OF STATISTICAL COMPUTATION AND
SIMULATION, JOURNAL OF TIME SERIES
ANALYSIS, LIBRARY SOFTWARE REVIEW,
LIBRARY WORKSTATION REVIEW (GUIDE TO
DOS, MACINTOSH AND OTHER WORKSTA-
TIONS), MATHEMATICAL PROGRAMMING,
MICROCOMPUTERS FOR INFORMATION
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MANAGEMENT, MICROPROCESSING AND
MICROPROGRAMMING, MICROPROCESSORS
AND MICROSYSTEMS, NETWORKS, NEW
GENERATION COMPUTING, ON-LINE - THE
MAGAZINE OF ON-LINE INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT, OPTICAL INFORMATION SYS-
TEMS, PARALLEL COMPUTING, QUALITY AS-
SURANCE, ROBOTICA, ROBOTICS AND
AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS, SIAM JOURNAL ON
COMPUTERS, SIMULATION, SIMULATION AND

" 'GAMES, SORTWARE PRACTICE AND EX-
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' PERIENCE, SOLID-STATE ELECTRONICS, SOLID-

STATE COMMUNICATIONS, SOLID-STATE TECH-
NOLOGY, SUPERCONDUCTOR SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, TECHNOLOGY FORECASTING
AND SOCIAL CHANGE, and TELECOM-
MUNICATIONS.

Many Dallas area corporations have arrangements to
check out materials. Perhaps your employer is one of
them? You can also have searches run by the dial-up
database services office for a nominal fee.

Even if you don’t want to read another book on com-
gun’ng at all, you’ll still find a fine science library at

MU. Explore the many resources available in areas
from astronomy to zoology. Consider the liberal
hours. Why not plan on spending a few hours
browsing through' this Dallas community resource?
You're sure to tind something that will make your
trip worthwhile.

Robert a

——

Four lines free each month to members; 5th through 10th lines at
30 cenis per word. Larger ads at commercial space rates. Send
check to the Editor for words exceeding the four-line limit. Free
ads are on a space-auailable basis.

( Taxes are coming...Get Qghl up NOW,
Save on faes and avoid penalties. Special rates available
l before year-end. Call Brucg Schubert, CPA 233-8353

| WANTED:
lBlnding Machine (for Newslener Exchange) Call Francis‘

Bright (817) 261-4542. Leave Message.
[Fon SALE (OR TRADE) -

PC-XT, 612K RAM, 380K / 20
Meg HD. Good CGA Monitor.

NEC CP-3 Wide Carriage
' Color Printer. lrwin 40 Meg Int Tape Drive.

Call Steve at
(214) 466~3169 during work hours.

FOR SALE:

(1) Paradox 3 (new) Includes 3 Sybex books - $325
(1) Sigma 640 x 480 Autoswitch EGA card - $100
(1) Clarion Personal Daveloper - $100

(1) Seagate 4038 30Mb hard drive (used) - $100

e |

“* Taks it ALL off my hands for $500
Call Ed Conway (w) 227-5511 or (h) 780-8239
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ON COMPLEXITY

No. 34 in a Series
by Jim Hoisington

"Well, I've done that before and I've never had any
problems.” This month’s column deals with the prob-
lem of computer "myths”.

How many times have you found out that something
that you have been doing all along isn’t very safe? It
happens to all of us. - Just because' it appeared to
work, doesn’t mean that it’s the sensible or safe thing’
to do. i '

Sometimes we do things only because they work for
us. We have no other information to tell us that what
we are doing is useless or even harmful to our (com-
puterized) health.

Ken Land told me about a course that he took in col-
lege. The professor started of with an illustration of
"the problem of the unknown variable.“ In other
words, "It’s not what you know but what you don’t
know that will hurt you."

Take, for example, the person who never does back-
ups of their hard disk. Their hard disk has never
crashed. So, why do backuf{)nsa.JWhat happens to this
person when the hard disk finally takes a vacation?

One of the things that bothers me about MS DOS is
the Backup / Restore program. [ think these
programs mislead people into thinking that the have
a good copy of their data.

problems with these programs:

1) The programs change from DOS version to DOS
version and sometimes you cannot restore data back-
ed up with another version of DOS.

2) The programs do not allow you to make sure
that you have written to the diskettes correctly. Dis-
kettes and diskette drives are far from perfect. They
do not always record correctly what was sent to them
by the computer. What Backup / Restore lacks is a
Compare function that lets you double check the data
on the diskettes against the hard disk.

One final thought on backups. A person with only
one backup copy of their data is worse off than a per-
son with no backup data. The reason for this is that
the person that has no backup copy, knows that they
have no backup. The person that has only one copy,
thinks that they have a backup copy and the one
copy may not be a good copy.

The next time you sit down at you computer to cre-
ate that spreadsheet or work with a database or a
word processor, plan for the unexpected. If tg'ou are
programming or writing macros, check for the logi-
cally impossible. [t happens more often than you

There are two major-
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would imagine. If you are creating files, think about
the time it would take to recreate them if your only
copy went off into the bit bucket. Practice “defen-
sive" computing and life will be a lot easier.

Jim a

INVOLUTION - The act of
involving or being involved.

by Andy Oliver

In order to"help, we must get involved. In order to
Jearn, we must get involved. In order for a volunteer
organization to continue to function, we must have
volunteers. The NTPCUG is fortunate to have so
many volunteers, on the Board of Directors, in the
newsletter, on the bulletin board, Disk-Of-The-Month
committee, setup group, vendor area, information
booth, and countless other areas who are involved,
and who give back to the group as much as they get
out of it.

Someone asks every month, "What do I get for my
$24 membership?" If you've been in the group long,
you will find that you develop friendships, you get
most of your questions answered, you get classes and
special interest group meetings every month, you get
hardware and software demonstrations by major ven-
dors, the use of a facility as nice as Informart, with an
area for vendors to set up every month where bar-
gains abound. This is a bargain for $2 a month.
Think about what $2 will buy.

The question that we truly like to hear is "What can I
do to help the group?"* The grouﬁs growth depends
on the involution of its membership. We appreciate
the help, we want everyone involved. Believe me
when I say that none of us are "hogging” the posi-
tions. One member put it to me succinctly when he
said "Your most important job is finding your re-
placement.” As a member, this is your group. You
can help with as little as one hour of your time. Sign
up for different areas each month. If you find a task
that you enjoy doing, come back next month and do
it again. This group will not turn down good help.
Or mediocre help, Or any help that is breathing. Or
any help that was once breathing.

And if you are tired of reading this drivel, write some
of your own. Just join in the fun.
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What's Happening on the BBS

Message # 63 From: Jim Holsington
Sent on: 10/11/69 4:53 pm
Subject: Friday 13th Virus Is slive In Dallas

| just got word today (Wednesday the 10th) that the Friday the
13th virus Is alive and active in Dallas. A farge corporation was
Infected by one user who downloaded software from BBS's.

Someons set the clock ahead on a machine {after carefullr
backing it up) and track 0 disappaared. CAVEAT DICTUS

PS: | have a plece of C code that saves and restores track 0
that | think I'l find and make operational.

Mesaage # 70 From: Ed Acklin Sent on: 10/12/89 10:48 pm
Subject: Reply: Friday 13th Virus is ellve In Dealisa

| got a reasonabdly reliable report that the Associates out in Las
Colinas has datected a virus in one of thelr out of state olfices
and has taken exira precautions nation wide. If there is anything
to the Smoke/Fire truism, it would seem tha! some Backup
Programs should get work auts tonight.

ED ACKLIN

Mossage # 71 From: Leroy Tennison
Sent on: 10/12/89 11:48 pm
Subject: Reply: Fridey 13th Virus Ig afive In Dallas

One of our best defenses right now is missing. WHAT IS THE
NAME AND FUNCTION OF THE PAOGRAM CARRYING THE
VIRUS? | heard through Pritronix (a computer hardware service
company) that the program was some Kind of utility or "cutesy”
type of thing that people would run for fun. A technician told me
that they had a lot of hardware service calls on their client
company's equipment befora the source of the problem was
discovered. | realize that knowing the name of the program is
no guarantee of safety, but at Iaast it would halp.

’

Measage # 72 From: Leroy Tennlson
Sent on: 10/12/89 11:56 pm
Subject: Reply: Friday 13th Virus Is allve in Dallas

By the way, although backing up your drives Is certainly a good
measure, it is not a guarantes of safely either. 1f the carer
program already exists on your hard disk then great care needs
to be taken in your operation even after a restore. | haven't
heard whether this program can replicate itself but, just to be
safa, any executable file on the hard drive needs to be examined
carefully If you have any suspicion that your machine has baen
infacted. Best policy would be 1o boot from an original DOS
floppy and copy ALL programs back onto the hard disk from thelr
aniginal floppies If you have had a problem. Then you need to
hope that the virus isn't tied in any way 1o the boot sactor.

Message # 73 From: Ed Aoklin Sent on: 10/13/89 12:50 am
Subjeot: Reply: Friday 13th Virus s allve In Dallas

True...Backup may not be all of the solution, but at least you
would have a floppy with data on it that you stand a chance of
salvaging. You first indication is going to be "SHE DON‘T PLAY
NO MOREI" and then it's too late lor the hard disk to be revived.
A floppy, even though infected, offers a chancs for possible
racovery...the virus hasn't triggered yetl
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SIDE NOTEIIl While playing a game my computer locked up at
the sirake of midnight!llll It was interference from a resident
program...{ Hope.???

ED ACKLIN

Mesasage # 74 From: Jim Holslngton
Sent on: 10/13/89 8:03 am
Sublect: Reply: Friday 13th Virus Is glive In Dallag

The virus is the Datacrime or "Friday 13th" virus. It copiles itself
onto all *.COM files not starting with the letter C. The Dallas
Times Herald had a good article describing the symptoms this
morning (Friday).

| guess what was/is missing is the instruction NOT TO RUN
USING THE BACKUP COPIES!

That seems 1o be the big mistake that first time users make. If
you get bltten and have a backup:

1) Raeformat your hard disk.

2) Rastore your files.

3) Boot off a clean floppy.

4) Use the SCAN program contained in the SCANV40.ARC file
found in the User area on this BBS to identify the infected
.COM files.

5) Remove those files.

6) Replace them from the master disks. (Hopefuliy you can find
your master coples.)

7) Run the SCAN program again to make sure that the masters
waren't infected.

8) Put your backups away in a sale place.

9) Try booting off the hard disk.

Message # 75 From: PehL Lee Sent on: 10/13/89 5:31 pm
Subject: Reply: Friday 13th Virus Is allve in Dailas

OK, we've been hearing stories of detected virus. Why don't we
all post actual virus attacks - what actually happened —~ and the
reported detaction of viruses. At least by now, the virus should
all be activated, nght? If we keep a lab on what's happening,
maybe we can use this info and pursue ways to get the
governmant into punishing those virus programmers.

Whatddaya think ?

Pehl. Les

Message # 76 From: Jim Holsington
Sent on: 10/15/89 4:22 pm
Subject: Reply: Friday 13th Virue (s allve In Dallas

A. A lot of companies don't want to admit that they've been hit
It hurts customer confidence. (Customers mlli#:p claiming

that they really don’t owe this on this invoica. Y paic up last
week and the payment must have been wiped out by the virus.)

B. When | asked Saturday, a lot of people hadn't turmed an
their computers yet. Most people (even our members) don't
always twm on their computers every week. The point is, there
are still potential victims of the virus.

C. This last virus originated in the Natherlands. The police
arrested a suspect last week.

From: Leroy Tennlson Sent on: 10/01/89 11:51 pm
Sublect: Integrated peckage recommendation?

| have been asked several times for my recommendations on
computars by peopte who do not yet own one but are
considering a purchase. 1 fesl fairly comfortable explaining the
hardware options. |f they want powerful software then [ have

b
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some knowledge of what products to suggest as well. The
problem Is when someone wants software for home uss, they
have decided to make a purchase and want to know what buy.
My thinking is to suggest that they get an integrated packags 10
discaver what they really want and need in software. When |
recommend this | wam them that it may mean some extra
expensa because they may end up throwing away the integrated
package once they know what their needs are. Because of this,
| want to recommend something which is pretty cheap (less than
$100). | know that products such as Microsoft Works and
Eight-In-One are integrated packages and | think Q&A has such
a package but | could be wrong.

My question is which package 10 recommend. Eight-in-Ona is
only $39 but is it even minimally satisfactory? | suspect that
Microsoft Works is pretty good as such packages go but the $88
price tag makes me a little hesitant when there is the "throw -
away” possibility. -+ would prefer to stay undar $60. Are there
any packages that have Word Processing, Spreadsheel and
Database software-in this price range which anyone out there
would feel comfortable recommending In this siluation? '

From: Ed Acklln Sent on: 10/02/89 11:22 am
Subject: Reply: Integrated package recommendation?

| received an intagrated software package call *2EN* when |
bought my computer from Compuadd. [t contained the Word

rocessar, Spreadsheet, and Modem programs and the

atabase was added on for $50. | used all of the programs and
found them to be quite adequate for a Jong time and very easy
to learn. | still use the spread sheet, and I'm using the word
procassor to teach my 13 year okd the basics of that. | suspect
the whole package can be purchased in the range you're tatking
about. My opinion of Compuadd Is still high. | just returned a
sticking keyboard aftar 11 months and it was exchanged--no
questions asked.

ED.

From: Kent Cobb Sent on: 10/02/89 8:54 pm
Subjeot: Reply: (ntegrated package recommendation?

If the ditference botween $60 and $89 is that critical, what are
these people doing plunking down several hundred (at least) for
the hardware? If making an $89 mistake would mean they
couldn't make next month's morgage payment, |'d be hesitant to
recommend anything. P'm resigned to the idea that | will make
mistakes in purchasing both hardware and software — and if my
worst one only oost me $89, I'd be happiern a pig in slop.

Kent

From: Leroy Tennlson Sent on: 10/02/69 10:29 pm
Subject: Reply: Integrated package recommendation?

Kent, the difference s that | would just as soon keep it as cheap
for these people as possible if there's a good chance its going to
be trashed anyway. It's not so much an Issue of “can they
afford it*. You're right, they are going to be out a grand anyway.
It is simply a matter of *“Why spend $88 for an education if $60
wlill do the exact sama thing?” That is my only Question, can |
recommend something for less that isnt a plece of junk? |
would personally like to recommend something that, Iif thrown
away, costs the least amount of money. | would rather have
their impression of the expense be "Well, that was about the
least we could have spent anyway." rather than “That was kind
of expensive Just to learn what we needed.” The onlfy risk I'm
running is that a slightly more expensive package that | could
recommend would have met thelr ngeds. On the other hand,
that might happen with anything | recommend. The other thing
is that they may end up spending only $200 more on software if
thay discover that all they really need is one of the three
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programs. In that casa, they have spent nearly a third of their
software money just 10 get an education.

From: Stuart Yarus Sent on: 10/03/83 6:16 am
Subject: Reply: Inlegratled package recommendation?

Seems to me that the education is the point. | agree with Kent -
if 20 or 50 dollars is a problem, don't buy a machine at all. The
point is the software, the hardware is just a platform to put it on,
Paperback Software is offering VP-Planner Plus (a Lotus 1-2-3
v3.0 clone) for $100 to NT PC UG members just by calling
them up. Actually, it's not a clone, but has most of the features
of V3.0 and runs in 512K, unlike V3.0 which won't run in 1M
unless your box is IBM or Compag...

Stuan

£S. Most people | know have spent more on software than
hardware.

SY

From: Reagan Andrews Sent on: 10/03/89 9:01 am
Subject: Reply: Integraled package recommendation?

Leroy, granted thera’s a throw-away factar, but you tend to get
what you pay for. My vote would be MS WORKS - for several
reasons. Both Phil Chamberiain and | received copies of
WORKS at MS in Seartle last year. | haven't used my copy, but
Phil switched his PC use almost entirely to WORKS shortly after
rylng It That says something.

Some nice aspects of the package are a "common” command
syntax pretty much throughout all modules, eliminating the
problems many folks experiencad with other integrated softwara,
works well in small, slow PC's, is frequently updated by MS at
reasonable upgrade charges, and will be released shortly with
somewhat expanded capabillities at the November meeting,

rhaps, without significant price increases. |t's available locally
or less than $100 and includes a good word procassor, very
good (small) spreadsheet, and good database, and a (air-to-poor
cammunications package. (Has Microsoft ever writtan a good
communications package?)

If the user decides to upgrade to more powerful (costly)
software, most of the modules have equivalent MS packages
that acoapt WORKS' data gracefully. (Try that with the old PFS
low-level productsl)

Reagan....

From: Fred Willlams Sent on: 10/04/89 7:32 pm
Subject: Reply: Inlegrated package recommendatlon?

| tend to agree with Reagan’s recommendation. MS Works is a
“done” of Apple Works and anything implemented on an Apple
product in a professional manner is light years ahaad of the
majority of MS_DOS products when it comes 10 true user
friendly. A Salesman triend of mine uses Apple Works on his
personal Apple ltc and Wordparfect on the ofiice MS-DOS
machine. Would you like to hear his cholce comments about
Wordperiect?

Fred

From: JIm Holslnglon Sent on: 10/05/89 11:26 am
Subject: Reply: Integrated package recommendation?

| can recommend Microsoft Works. My father wanted to get a
computer now that he is reired. | really thought that after a
month it would ba gathering dust but it Isn't. He uses Microsoft

Works for all sorts of things. He keeps track of his medical
»
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expanses with the spread shest. He writes letters with the word
processor and he creates mailing labsls for the veteran's
organization that he belongs to. He told me last waek that he
doesn’t know how people can live without a computer and from
his perspective, he means without Microsoft works.

From; James Dunn Sent on: 10/08/89 6€:09 pm
Subject: Reply: Integrated package recommendation?

Leroy, my wife teaches Gomputer literacy in the DISD. She
evaluated several packages of the type you mentioned. The
first package was called "Easy Working® *Tri Pack®. It has a
word processor and database and | $hink Comm., No spread
sheet. It cost $19.00 mailorder. It is from Spinnacker software.
It looks good, until you try to do something real world. Then you
run up against the limits, like 8 flelds in & Record, too confining.
Then she went to "Bettar Warking® *Eight in One®, about $38.00
at Softwarehause. _This Is also by Spinnacker. Itis very much
better. The evalvalion package came from Programmers
Connection via mail. The DISD bought the class sat from
Softwarehouse, and guess what. The class set is a later release.
Revised manual and added features. Better yet. "Easy
Working® has several "no prize® programs. Like calendar, clock
etc. "Better Working® conecantrates on Word Processing,
Database and Spreadsheet. She looked at Works. It was also
very good, but the DISD s one of those Lowest cost mentality,
and wouldn't go the dpnco There were a couple of other
packages she looked at. | will ask her and tell you later.

From: Leroy Tennison Sent on: 10/08/89 12:05 am
Subject: Reply: Integrated package recommendation?

James, thanks for your input, that gives me at least one option
othar than Microsoft Works to suggest. (Not that | am resolutaly
opposed to Works, | just prefer to have mare than one option.)

From: Phil Chambertaln Sent on: 10/09/89 3:54 pm
Subject: Reply: Integrated package recommendation?

Here's another vole for Microsoft Works. Been using it for
nearly a year now, and it's great fer the person wha has
occaslonal need for spreadsheets, not-too-complicated data
bases and word-prooessing. | can understand why your Dad
llkes it, Jim.

Mesgage # 6 From: Jerry Reno
Sent on: 08/15/88 12:00 am
Subject: Low lavel reformat

Have recently raceived message "Seek error” twice. Assuma It
refers to access problem with hard disk (Seagate, 20 .).
Received several advises to parfarm low level reformat using
Debug at August meeting (at Hardware SIG, desk in lobby and
from vendor downstairs) but no specific instructions. My DOS
Debug documentation mentions nothing which apparently has
anything to do with Its use as a low level disk reformatting toot,
so0 | need some speocific advige or a reference. Also heard
about a S/W preduct called Spinwrite which | understand may
(depending on my disk controller) do the job without the
necessity of the low level reformat.

Controfler s Westem Digital but vendor indicated that was not
spedific enough. Advise?

Does Noron or Mace utilities include programs which do the low

fevel reformatting?

Jerry Reno
Thanks
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Message # 7 From: Ken Loafman
Sent on: 08/15/89 12:Q0 am
Subject: Reply: Low level reformat

Jarry, Using the debuggar to low-lavel format your disk s a bit of
a misnomer. What the people were referting to was the use of
the debugger 1o d?et accass to the low-level format firmware built
into a lot of the disk controllers. The procedure to do that is:

C debug

- ¢B00:5
where the 'g' command Is tha debug command to 'go’ trom
¢800:56. You will nead to supply the drive parameters such as
number of heads, number of cylinders, start of write precomp,
start reduced write cutrent, landing zorwe, etc., all of which are
lald cut in the manual that came with the drive. Baslcally
piece of cake,

Now then, given that | have answered a question, would
someonse mind answering one for me. en changing over 1o a
Perstor ARLL controller the advice | was given was to lay down
a low level format 'several times'. Given that a low level format
defines the start and stop of a rotation and that each new low
leve! format can potentially start at a different section of the
¢ylinder, what s the advantage to doing several (their being no
equivalent of a 'sector notch' on a hard disk drive)? s it just to
make sure that the old format is erased, or is there somathing
olse that happens?

...Kenneth

Message # 8 From: Reagan Andrews
Sent on: 08/17/89 12:00 am
Subject: Reply: Low level reformat

Your guess was the comrect answer Xen.

Reagan....

Message # 7 From: Leroy Tennison
Sent on: 09/20/89 1:44 am
Subject: How long can & parallel cable be?

| am having trouble with a printer connection and am wondering
if the combined lengths of the cables themsslves could be the
probiem. | am coming out of the parallel port of an XT clone
(CompuAdd) and going to a printer buffer (6' cable). From there
| am going to an unpowered switch box (10' cable) and from
there to the printer (10' cable). The switch box indicatos that
there ls a printer ervor but, when | Powo;:jf the system, the
printer does respond ta some Kind of initialization string which Is
sent to it. If | remove the switch box trom the loop the printer
bulfer no longer shows a printer error. Should | suspect the box
or the cable length? How far can you safely run a parallel cable
(or is that an answerable question)?

Message # 8 From: Ken Loafman Sent on: 09/20/89 9:15 am
Subject: Reply: How long can a paraliel cable ba?

My memory says that. {5' is the upper limit. You are almost
double that and the switch box does put some extra lead on the
line. | know that there are shon-haul modems for serial
applications aver x feet, but | don't know if the same is true for

parallel.
...Kanneth
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Message # 9 From: Reagan Andrews
Sent on: 09/20/89 11:26 am
Subject: Reply: How long can a parallel cable be?

| remember when 12’ was considered the practical limit for a
parallel cable on the original PC (1). Its really a matter of cable
constuction, 1.0., low capacitance vs low cost. | de have at
least one 20’ cable, purchased from CompuAdd, that's working
fine with my dot matnix printer at this lime. Data sent via parallel
is high-speed and cable capacitance has a significant impact on
abllity to communicate legibly with device(s). Kind of a complax
interaction between davice impedance(s), signal "speed®, cable
capacitance and device types used al receiver end, as well as
various mutual and parasitc inductances.

| do think you are grobably “strelching™ reasonable limils beyond
20" and actual cevices used may play important rofe, 1.6, one

rinter paralle} port may function just fine, but a second might -
ail at the same {long) distance. Resmember, most of these
beasts were Intended to be immediately adjacent to the PC, or
at least very close by. Il users were going to be at a distance,
then RS-232 was the port of cholce as far as manufacturers
were concemed.

Reagan....

Message # 10 From: Leroy Tennlson
Sent on: 09/20/89 11:27 pm
Subject: Reply: How long cen a parallel cable be?

Thank you, Ken and Reagan, for responding to my question. )

was afraid that cable fength might be a problem. | had onginally -

assumed that resistance was the only thing to contend with.
Now that | hear that capacitance Is a problem | am definitely
going to use as short a cord as possible everywhers | can.

This brings me 0 the next question. Where can you get short
cords at a reasonable price? Also, what lengths are availabla?

| seam to recall that you ocould erder 3 cables from Egghead.
software. Does anyone know of a batter place? | would prater
to avoid custom fabricalted cablas. The Installation where | am
using these cables Is a small town 40 miles from nowhere in
Southern Callfornia, | don't get there much and therefore want -
as high a reliability as poasible. My gut feel is that custom
cables have a potential for more reliability roubles.

Message # 11 From: James Dunn
Sent on: 09/21/89 9:08 pm
Subject: Reply: How long can 8 parallel cable ba?

Leroy, | have a 50 ft printer cable on my machina. | made it
myself. | bought some expensive low line loss, heavily shielded
cable and some metal, grounded connectors and put it together.
It has worked for 3 years flawlessly. | needed to put the printer
in the next room and run the cable through the false drop
ceiling. | don't remember any data splattering. [ fes! the other
way around. When | make a cable | know how good itis,
When | buy a store bought one, who knows, especially a Cheap
one. (yes the cable is parallel).

Message # 17 From: JIm Holsington
Seont on: 09/28/89 8:31 am
Subject: Reply: How long can a parallei cable be?

You can go out to 30 or 40 feet if you buy special "low
capacitance” cable and make your own. I've got a serial printer
running at 60 feet through an electrically noisy environment
using the stuff. But, you have to roll you own cable. Thatis,
buy the cable stock and affix the end connectors.
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Message # 42 From: Leroy Tennison
Sent on: 11/02/89 1:06 am
Subject: Memory parily efrors

| wrote about this some time ago but had not had any problems
again until recently. First time | received the “heart fallure”
message | opened the machine up and pressed down on the
memory chips on the motherboard. One or two creaked and |
made sure that they were seated Jirmly. Hadn't had any
roblems for months. In fact, | had almost (orgotten about the

incident  Then | switched modem cards yesterday. Immadiately
starled picking up the dreaded message. Opened the machine
again and pressed on the memory chips. This time SEVERAL
creaked. Made sure that they were seated firmly. The problem
-has gona away so far. | am wondering why this rs happening.
Am ( aboul lo be in lor a nasty surprise in having o replace the
motherboard or is this “normal” for AT clones?

Second question. Do chips work their way out of their
connections over ime? | know that | seated all my chips firmly
the first time | had the problem. | was really surprised 1o find
that mare chips didn't seem to be firmly seated this time than
the {ast ime.

Message # 45 From: Reagan Andrews
Sent on: 11/02/89 9:00 am
Subject: Reply: Memory parity errors

Leroy, what you are experiencing is age-related memory creepl

Actually, this is a fairfy common phenomenon, and is related to
effects of thermal expansion and contraction that oceurs as a
function of machine off-on cycling. Also, the various sourcas of
vibration such as power supply fan, disk drives, etc., conlribute
thelr share hers as well. DAAM socket type and DIP pin
conflguration are involved as well. Similar “loosaning” can be
seen in accessory boards in their sockels and is often the
source of ermatic operation.

It's not a bad idea, with one major exception, 1o check for this
any time the PC is opened. Major exception Is found in some
off-shore matherboards thai are nol supported well by thelr
stand offs (the litle plastic thingles) and do too much Rexing
when chips are pressed into their sockets. Under this condition,
marginal soldar joints can crack, board traces can break, and
the motharboard can crack. Best bet here would be to remove
the molherboard and place it en a supponive surface that will
prevent flexing when changing chips.

Reagan....

Message # 46 From: Ken Loafman
Senl on: 11/02/88 9:35 sm
Subject: Reply: Memory parity errora

One other thing to do is get a can of the dry air that Is used to
blow out dust particles. i've run across the problem where dust
has formed a bridge batween pins and Intarmittently shorted the
connection, A simpla cleaning with dry alr fixed the problem
(and started my nose Yo running). Turkey had besn on and not
opened for over two years. Talk about filthyl

Then there was the time ( had to remove mouse droppings from
the motherboard ol an old PC/XT. Mouse had found the
opening in the full size floppy drive door to be just right to make
a nice entry after everyone had left for the day.

...Kenneth



North Texas PC NEWS

December 1989
(New or unusual hardware[software/- A
applications for IBM small computers .
and compatibles.) _&ic T he
While Wajting for COMDEX/ - - - YVariety
Fall 89 T

Such a month! There’s real excite-
ment over several announcements
that made the pre-pre-COMDEX
rounds in October and early
November. Most appear to be,
rumors and "trial balloons" with
one or two major exceptons. First,
the juicy rumaors. :

Retum of TopView... )
Oops ~ I Really Meant PM-Lite .

Remember the folks who brought a
(very) few PC users TopView? In
case ‘Y_ou forgot (and most of us
did) TopView, IBM has another
“treat” in store according to recent
media blurbs. IBM, the story says,
has been listening to some "true
compatibility” test software buffs
(Lotus) who are disturbed about

the gaining popularity of Windows.

Lotus’ anguish involves betting on
the wrong horse (OS/2 PM) and
not hedging their bets with Win-
dows versions of their super

hard ware-testing software.

Speculation {s that IBM will release
a gelded version of Presentation

er that will run under DOS
and allow users to use both DOS
and OS/2 application packages.
Sounds great, no? Well, it really
sounds like Lotus trying to recoup
from the slow acceptance by
users of O5/2 and never mind the
fact that IBM’s reputation for OS
development is somewhat less than
shining bright.

Skeptics say it's FUD (Fear, Uncer-
tainty and Doubt) being spread by
one or both parties above to dis-
suade potential large-volume cor-
porate buyers from choosing Win-
dows. Some wags have estimated
at least a year before the product
could be released.

Microsoft’s long-awalted Windows
3.0 wasn’t out at press time.
Meanwhile, Windows 2.11 seems
capable of running on anything
without too much effort.

Speaking of Refuns,
i486 Flaws Revealed by Intel

The 1486 (B0486), called Intel’s flag-
ship chip for the early 30’s, has

—_— -

S to »e-

been described as the final blow to
the barrier separating PC's from
Workstation performance and
eagerly awaited by PC power
aficionados. Inte] announced in Oc-
tober that some flaws discovered'in
the new chip’s floating-point unit -
by Compag engineers could delay
production. ’

Similar problemns hit early 80386’s
resulting in 2 number of 386’s that
couldn’t function in 32-bit modes.
Intel exchanged the chips after the
flaw was discovered, but, for
several months, PC buyers had to
visually inspect 80386 chips for the
double sigma markings assuring
full 32-bit operation.

Memory Markets in Future

Soy Beans, Pork Bellies... and
DRAM?

Rollercoaster DRAM prices over
the last two years have kept PC
makers’ (and users’) heads spin-
ning. Plans to update PC’s by ad-
ding memory have often been
placed on "hold" while the user
walts for DRAM prices to drop,
both at individual and corporate
levels.

The Paclfic Stock Exchange (PSE)
would like to take advantage of
the wild DRAM swings and filed
application to begin trading in
D%AM futures acg]cordin tg In-
foworld. PSE stated in their ap-
plication to the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission an in-
tent to begin trading futures con-
tracts for 256K and 1-megabit
DRAM’s.

Infoworld’s October 23 story
reported that the manufacturers
were not happy about the
prospects of entering the com-
modities arena. SIMMs and SIPs
were not mentioned in the account.

Does this mean we'll have to go to
our broker now instead of "1st
Saturday” when we want to

upgrade?
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Where Does All the BETA Go?

Speaking of “1st Saturday" at Ross

" and Central in Dallas, saw an
enterprising individual hawkin
Beta-test versions of software
they’d been tested /reviewed. Not

" agood idea. Actually a very bad
idea for the new or inexperienced
user.

Test (Alpha or Beta) software is
"buggy." Alpha more so than Beta.
Software publishers distribute this
software to individuals who are
considered very good or expert in
the area so that the bugs can be ca
tured and (hopefully) exterminated
prior to release.

Sale of this software is unfair at
two levels. First, it's unfair to the
maker who doesn’t want a test ver-
sion to represent the final package.
I's also probably lllegal in this
case. Second, it’s unfair to the un-
wary novice or beginner who
probably won’t be prepared for the
difficulties that may arise from test
software,

Definitely Not Beta

Pro-Search Narrow, but Excellent

Finding and extracting information
from large commercial databases is
a highly specialized area. Personal
Bibliographic Software of Ann
Arbor, Michigan, publishes
software packages to facilitate these
efforts, chief of which is Pro-Search
for the PC. The package is
designed to work with DIALOG 3.0
and the BRS databases.

Currently in release 1.08, Pro-
Search incdludes communications
protocols, predefined search
strategies, and update services
(Quarterly Category Disk Upgrade
Service) to assist users in working
with massive databases. Pro-
Search has two sister programs,
Pro-Cite, a database management
system designed to handle bibliog-
raphic information, and Biblio-
Link, a record conversion program.
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For further information, contact Per-
sonal Bibliographic Software, Inc.,
525 Avis Drive, Suite 10, Ann
Arbor, MI 48108. (313) 996-1580

Wish We'd Had it in May..,
Award POSTcard

After the May 1989 storms, we got
to spend more time inside the
than we’d like. Try something,
then reboot. POST would return
with some cryptic beeps then —
nothing. Try again.
Award Software, Inc., maker of-
popular BIQS ROM sets for PC’s
and PC/AT clones, produces the
POSTcard, which would have_
solved a lot of the problems above.
It is placed in ane of the PC’s ex-~
ansion slots and monitors the
EOSI (Power On Self Test) duri
startup. It has both dval-digit L
display and 10 individual LEDs to
track down system problem areas,

POSTcard is a little expensive at
$399, but wonth its cost in time [and
money spent on the wrong part(s)]
saved for individuals who have to
maintain a number of PC’s from dif-
ferent makers. Saw this at COM-
DEX/Fall 88, and wish I’d bought
one, Contact Award Software, Inc.,
130 Knowles Dr., Los Gatos, CA
95030. (408) 370-7979

Newslatter Guidetlnes. ..

Unexpected Help from Bitstream

Seemns almost impossible to buy a
major plece of word-related
software without receiving a set of
type fonts from Bitstream or at

least a very inexpensive Bitstream
Fontware installation set coupon.
Bitstream may be the de facto stand-
ard of downloadable fonts for the
PC at this rate.

If the user returns the Bitstream
couporn, they will also receive a
bonus, Bitstream’s Newsletter
Guidelines. This is a straightfor-
ward, newsletter-sized guide to
newsletter composition, layout and
production with tips on type selec-
tion, graphics and achieving a
newsletter "style." Of course, it
does feature Jots of information on
Bitstream typefaces and their ap-
plication, but in a helpful and non
obtrusive manner,

It's well worth a read and a $.25
stamp. Write Bitstream, Inc,,
Athenaeum House, 215 First Sireet,
Cambridge, MA 02142.

Houston Clone Maker &
Japanese Producer Laptop Europe

Com_F)a(q Computer Corp., Hous-
ton, TX, and Citizen Watch Ltd.,
Tokyo, Japan, joined forces to
produce laptop PC’s for the
European market in October. This
marked Compaq’s first shared
manufacturing agreement and was
called an effort to avoid time lag to
move production to Compaq’s
plant in Scotland.

Cltizen Watch Ltd. was described
as co-developer with Compaq of
diskette drive and display tech-
nologies'in Compaq's new
“notebook” PC’s. Machines forthe
North American market will eon-
tinue to be manufactured at
Compaq’s Houston, TX facilities.

October Microsoft Releases

Fly From Largest to Smallest Ap-
plications

Pre-COMDEX releases from
Microsoft in October touched on
products ranging from huge word
processors to tiny ROM-based DOS
versions. Not seen, but expected
"Real Soon Now" was word on Win-
dows 3.0.

Flight Simulator hits 4.0

Remember when Microsoft’s Flight
Simufator was a major com-
patibility test for PC Clones? It
wasn't just for testing — i’s con-
tinued popularity (and add-on
marketyattat to Flight Simulator’s
appeal at the recreational level,

Microsoft announced version Flight
Simulator 4.0 with added realism
and capabilities to design aircraft to
user specifications, and a dynamic
weather generator simulating ran-
dom weather patterns. Aircraft are
more detalled than previous ver-
sions and more realistically simu-
late physical characteristics of real
aircraft.

Announcement from Redmond em-

hasized that pilots attempting
Elight Simulator 4.0 with TSRs will
crash, however.

Word for Windows Arrives

Microsoft surprized lots of people
when they announced Word for
Windows on October 31. Expecta-
tions were that release of the new
word processor would wait for
Windows 3.0.
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News and descriptions of Word for
Windows have been leaked by
media for several months. What
was nof leaked was WW’s size.
This monster gobbles-up more than
5 megabytes of disk space with run-
time Windows 2.11, tutorials and
practice files. Lots and lots of fea-
tures here, improved graphics han-
dling, formatting, etc., but still hob-
bled with the terrible Windows
“video-game” interface,

A note of hope — Microsoft didn’t
write a lot of the printer drivers
with this version.

On the Notebook Front...

Mentioned last month (November),
the Poget “notebook" PC has
several features that are worth men-
tioning here including ROM-based
MS- 3.21 from Microsoft. Lack-
ing disk drive(s), all of the Poget’s
applications will be ROM based.

ROM-executable DOS has several
benefits for users that larger PC
owners may envy. Since it func-
tions directly from ROM, it's very
RAM efficient — only 15K RAM
overhead vs approximately 50K
RAM overhead in traditional DOS.

Microsoft also notes the con-
venience of “instant on" in the
ROM DOS as well as ho need for
end-user installation of DOS. (This

latter Is particularly aBpealing after
struggling through a 4.01 in-
stallation.)

And, A New Mouse

If Microsoft does one thing well
lately, it's making really good mice.
This dme Microsoft doubled the
resolution of its old mouse to 400
DPI, hence its name, Mouse 400
Series. Featured are increased
resolution, an accelerator algorithm
to make mouse movements more

_ accurate, and inclusion of an O5/2

driver.

Increased resolution will be ap-
preciated by users with high-
resolution applications such as
CAD/CAM, graphics and desktop
publishing packages. Prices (sug-
ested retail) for the new Mouse
00 Series are “same as current
vergions™ -- $150 for Mouse
bundled with Microsoft
Paintbrush and Mouse Menus, or
$200 for Mouse bundled with Win-
dows /286 and PC Paintbrush for

Windows.
»
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Add Another MS Patent...

Microsoft was awarded a patent for
serlal mouse technology in Septem-
ber. The patent is U.5, Patent No.

4,866.602 and is titled "Power Supp-

I'll stick with “ mouse.”
According to Microsoft’s press

release, the patent covers supply of

power to the encoder circuitry in

the mouse, eliminating need for ar

December 1989
covers different pointing devices
such as track balls when attached

to the serial port, but doesn’t apply
to bus mice or PS/2 mice.

Impact of Microsoft’s patent may

ly fora Cornguter Peripheral external power supply, and allow- be extensive in other mouse

Device Which Positions a Cursor ing direct connection of the mouse colonies according to Microsoft

on a Computer Display.” I think to PC'’s serial port. The patent also President John Shirley.

a
selected OTI G Happenings
News and meeting notes of Spe- When off In the den ning tanalysis, led by Bleanor
cial Interest Groups thera arose such a clatter Joyner. Eleanor is very knowledge-
] . | sprang from my weterbed able in cryptanalysis, and is an ex-

(Material for this column should be lo 566 what was the matter. erienced teacher to boot. I was told

sent to Zack Porterfield, SIG Coor-
dination, before the 10th day of each
month)

Assembler SIG

At the October meeting of the As-
sembler SIG, Bill Drissel presented a
proposal for the gro_labo rewrite Ker-
nighan & Plauger’s “Software Tools"
in 80x86 Assembler. Bill presented a
set of primitives for early adoption.

At the November meeting, each mem-
ber took responsibility for writing a
primitive. These will be posted on
the dub’s BBS in the Assembler SIG
conference and will be discussed at
the December meeting.

Andrew Chalk

Business SIG

T'was the night before Chrisimas,
and all through the house

nol a creature was stirring,

nol a Microsoft Mouse.

The cables were hung

by the computer with care,
in hope that St. Nicholas
wouldn't trip there,

The children were nestled
all snug in their beds
while T V foy ads

ran through thelr heads.
With Dad in pink pajamas
and Mom in a mud pack
were both 50 tired,

wo ust hit the sack.

Whea whal to my wondering eyes should appear,
but a room ull ol software and peripheral gew.
The software made my color screen a Jet fighter,

other programs made me taugh and il ighter.

This program lets me write my own check,
80 with my creditors, | won'l catch heckl
Thal one there figures my Income lax
even if with tax records, ram lax.

So many programs to run ang do
much oo many 1o describe 10 you.
| thought it must be a dream
nathing ks so wonderlul as it seems.

Suddenty, | awoka from my sleep

10 hear my waiches’ electronic beep.
*it was only a dream," | said to mysall,
Thete Is no Santa's slelgh or eif."

But wall, there is a meeting in December.
One you'll surefy want o remember.

One to make shopping less tougher,

one for the Christmas stocking stuffer.

So come to the Business Application meeting
and make your fantasies seem less flesting.
Never outgrew tays, it's my confession.

'l be a1 the business SIG session.

And | heard him exclalm

‘ere he drove out of sight,
*Merry Christmas 10 all users,
and 10 all a good night.*

Bruce Schubert

Cryptanalysis SIG

At the Nov. meeting we made some
fundamental decisions. First, the SIG
will be on vacation until March.
Second, we are splitting into two
SIGs, starting when we meet in
March. The first SIG will be Begin-
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ong ago that the beﬁinnm class on
any su%)ject should always be taught
by the best teacher. So Kleanor has
been elected.

All you folks who told me that you
would like to attend the t-
analysis SIG, but hesitated use
we were too advanced, this is your
chance. Eleanor is going to begin at
the beginning in March with simple
substitution, route and columnar
transpositions, and as a special treat

at the end, "cryptarithms”,

The second SIG will be Intermediate
Cryptanalysis, led by me. This will
cover the Playfair, the Vigenere, and
perhaps the Bifid. All of these are
moderately sophisticated ciphers that
were in serious use at one time or
another. I will be introducing some
important statistical concepts that
you will need if you want to solve
these ciphers easily. But these ciphers
are still within reach of pencil and
paper solving.

So, we have finished up the SIG for
the year. Eleanor introduced us to
cryptarithms, which turned out to be
v epf:gular. "Cryptarithms" are en-
cip arithmetic problems. The
digits are represented by letters, and
you have to figure out what the real
digits must be. Here is an example in
multiplication:

s
% A LE



North Texas PC NEWS

What digits do each letter stand for?
Then, when you figure it out, arrange
the letters in the following digit
order: 12 ... 0 and see what words
they spell. Try it, it’s fun!

John Taber
DOS SIG
Who loves E{a, Bab{x? Is It Lotus, 1IBM
or Microsoft? Jim olsington, *

NTPCUG President, will discuss the
ramifications of the recent IBM "“trial
balloons" on “PM-Lite.” What will a
significantly reduced version of OS/2
Presentation M hold for DOS
ueers who haven’t switched to the
?Heavy? version? ’

Back {n the real world, PC users still
have problems with DOS and how to
make some of their favorite applica-
tions run with the newest DOS ver-
sions. Jim and Reagen will focus on
Installation tips for users with the
new applications fackages and how
to avoid SETUP pitfalls and pratfalls.

Special for users with “older” PC's
who want to use the newer, "AT-
only" software — do Xou really need a
PC/AT to run "PC/AT" software?
The answer is usually “NO" and Jim
will explain how to install and run
these newer packages on PC/XT's.
Reagan will add some reasons why
this may be some users’ only alterna-
tive.

Reagan Andrews

Graphics SIG

The Graphics SIG for December will
be devoted to an overview of the
latest in Graphics Programs for creat-
ing and manipulating color and black
and white images. Several com-
panles with popular programs in this
category have introduced new ver-
sions over the last few months which
take advantage of the 256 color
MCGA, VGA, and Extended VGA
hardware that is now avallable for
the PC and compatibles.

One of these programs include some
very sophisticated utilities for improv-
Ing the quality of scanned images.
Another takes advantage of the 640
by 480, 256 Color screen format avail-
agle on many of the new Enhanced
VGA graphics boards. Many of the
nggra.ms include utilities to convert
een graphics formats and some
have the dbuilt in ability to directly
store and retrieve pictures in a

variety of formats. The meeting
presentation will include a com-
parison of the most popular

programs and example pictures.

In addition to a presentation, the
Graphics SIG includes time for mem-
bers to ask questions and to discuss
the latest news in PC Graphics,

Richard Terreo

.. Lotus SIG

The subject for the’November meet-
ing was databases in 1-2-3 and Sym-
phony. Tie presentation consisted
of a brief -discussion of databases in
general and applicability of 1-2-3
and Symphony to database applica-
tions, The presentation then -

roceeded to show the beneflts of
ooking at information as a database
instead of a spreadsheet. Many
people try to solve problems as a
spreadsheet application when it is
easier and better to use a database.
Finally, normal database commands
such ag Sort, Find, Extract, and a
few others were presented. Mark’s
presentation went a little long and
will be completed in the December
meeting.

The Lotus SIG disk which contains
many of the presentations that have
been given at the SIG will be avail-
able at the December meeting at the
DOM table. The disk includes ail of
the presentatiohs given on the 1-2-3
menu command structure. The
disks also Include the spreadsheet
files that are used when the live
presentations are given. So don't
forget to go by the DOM table and
get the disks if you are interested.

Also, if all goes well, there will also
be a disk available from Lotus
Development which includes the
CHK123 program. The purpose of
this program is to determine if your
computer system can install and
run 1-2-3 Release 3.0. As many of
you know, there have been several

roblems concerning installation of
Eelease 3.0 on IBM compatibles.
There would be no error messages -
just an ingtallation failure. This pro-
gram should determine if your sys-
tem can run Release 3.0 and if not,
should tell you why and what can
be done, if anything.

The subject for the December Lotus
SIG meeting will include amon
others, a brief overview of the Lotus
SIG disk available at the meeting, a
brief discussion of the CHK123 pro-
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gram (ifavailable), completlonofthe
database presentation, and finally a
discussion of the other Data com-
mand in 1-2-3. So far, the Data
Table command have been dis-
cussed as well as the database
specific commands suich as Sort,
Query, and External. The other
Data command provide a wealth of
other capabilities that warrant a dis-
cussion in the SIG. The commands
will include Data Fill, Distribution,
Matrix, Regression, and Parse.
Come on by and joln us this month.

The Lotus SIG always takes time to
answer questions that users are

_ having with 1-2-3 or Symphony. If

you have one come on by and ask
and see if someone has the solution.

Mark Gruner
and Pat Henley

WORD SIG

Word for Windows will be
reviewed at the December WORD
SIG Meeting. Several WORD SIG
members received Beta versions of
Word for Windows and will share
their impressions at the December
SIG Meeting. Some of the Beta
testers are undecided — {s Word for
Windows a superset of Windows
Write, a PC version of Word 4.0 for
the Macintosh, or a logical progres-
sion of Word Into the graphical in-
terface arena? And, do you really
need a 486-powered PC to run this
program? Hint: Don’t look for
demonstrations of this version on
the Club’s PC/XTl This is really a
word processor for the power
crowd and too much for the 8088
machines — even 10 MHz Turbo-
XT’s.

We will, of course, devote time to
general Q & A on problems users
are experiencing with the "old"
Word 5.0, 4.0 and even earlier ver-
sions,

Coming events: Although
Microsoft reneged on the November
SIG Meeting presentation to show
off Word 5.0’s advanced features
(blame COMDEX/Fall 89 and Hal-
loween Word for Windows an-
nouncement), we still plan to have
Microsoft do a section on third-
party products and add-ons during
1590. Look here for more details,

Reagan Andrews

a
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Inside the North Texas PC Users Group Community
Connie Andrews, Volunteer Coordinator
Andy Ollver, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator

It's ime, actually way past due, to pay trdbute to three v Bgedal
people who have put in endless hours, both for the NT%U and

for the CCD.

Honors, first and foremost, go to Shuart Yarus. Stuart somehow
found tme to be our President-Elect and President during our
second-stage years at Jesult (First stage being our formative years
at SMU, where he was also involved.) I-g- has more recently
served as Presildent and tireless worker on behalf of CCD b our
third stage and present home at INFOMART. Stuart is at the heart
of every meeting we have at INFOMART. And, t for the

a few months ago when he overalept and we all panicked,
he has served trelessly to make sure that our meetings on Super
Sh:ﬂe.mday are scheduled and orchestrated with the least amount of

And as Hreless as Stuart has been over the more recently as
we have grown he couldn’t have held up by himself to the rigors
of Super Saturday without the undaunted assistance of Robert Hil-
liard. Robert warked many hours as a volunteer for the NTPCUG

* hours over the is Bob

‘served. Don’t fi

Scott Harris

Teresa Kelly (Ancher)

Janet Lowe

EQ Moreland

Tony Nogueras (Anchor)

Andy Oliver (Anchor)

Raymond Reyes (Anchor)

Scott (Anchor)

Revis Smith (Anchor)

Hlaine Stephens

Juanita Taylor (Anchar)

Gene Taylor

Connie Testa (Statisticdan)
Tucker {(Anchor)

Jose Valendano

INFOMART Liaison Disk of the Month (DOM):

Stuart Yarus

Robert Hilllard DOM Table

Bob Russeil Joe A. Allen

Martha Eichman Roy Bales

C. D. Agee Charles Carter

Charles Cashion

Presentation/Equipment Setup Jay Chambliss
and Breakdown VIE. Drissel

Timothy Carmichael Bta E. Eta

Tom Fowlston Kent Haven

Delbra Henderson

Information /Registration Booth Pat Henlo

Bob Anderson Bob Karlebach

Conley Andrews Pob Post

Connle Andrews (Anchar) Virginia Salter

Guy Andrews Jerry Stone

Ashley (Anchar) Oscar Tyler

Bill Bell

Stanley Berlin DOM Valunteer Coordinator

Mark Cook Bill Drissel

Eta E. Eta (Anchor)

Paul Predd (Anchor) DOM Central Committee

Lynn Fussell Kathryn Loafman (Chalr)

Terry Gearhart Howard Hamilton (Review

Rick Griffith (Anchaor) Manager)

Judy Griffiths Mark Gruner (Bundle of

Allan Harbough (Anchor) En

)

Preston Brashear (Voice of
Reason)

Kenneth Loafman (Pisces,
Working for Scale)

Ben Weatheral] (Puzzled
Newcomer)

Pete Testa (BBS Liason)

DOM Review/Presentation

Roy Bales

K. B. Barion
Jim Donlon
Bill Drissel
Steve Fleming
Rick Griffith

before taking on the task a year or s0 ago of working with Stuart,
and, among other things, cov for Mm when he oversl

We miss Robert a lot as an G velunteer but bow aside for
his service to CCD.

Another member of our group who has served a goodly amount of
Am other activities, Bob
served as Mam p Director for the G for some years
and Is certainly a historian on growth and maintenance of a rapid-
ly expanding membership database. More recently Bob has been
serving a9 Vendor Manager for the CCD. Bob is a neat guy and a
true teacHer at heart. Vlsiting with him Is like learning something
new by accident.

Stuart, Robert, and Bob, our profound thanks.

In this issue, we acknowledge volunteers who have recently
our offlcers, directors, SIG coordinatars and
leaders, newsletter publisher, editor, staff and writers, and BBS
staff are all volunteers; their names are lsted {n other sections of
this newsletter.

Bruce Lutz BBS Champians
Archle Pinkney Steve Fleming
John Puckette Jim Holgington
Richard Terreo
Newsletter Exchange
Bulletin Board System (BES): Pehl. Lee
Francls Bright
BBS Sysops
Tom Prickett Public Relations Committee
Maggie Moomey Frands Bright
Annette Hyde
BBS Sisering Commlttee Peh L. Lee
Andrew Elwood Lindell
Kent Cobb Charles Lucas
David McGehee Tony Nogueras
Pete Testa Reagan Andrews
Pred Williams
7 ™\

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

1. Via BBS: (817) 461-0425 (metro) or (817) 461-0506
(metro). Sign up on the Volunteer Conference - make
the subject malter your area of Interest.

Z_Mﬁﬂn&_d_u; Sign up at the Information Booth or
DOM Booth to work those aress {n a coming moenth.

3. By phone:
Aunditorium PresentaHons
Timothy Carmichael 331-6303 (h)
661-4626 (w)
DOM Booth Activities
Bill Drissell 264-9680 (h)
DOM Software Review
Howard Hamilton 644-5721 (h)
Information Booth and
General Information
Connle Andrews 828-0699 (h)
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
North Texas PC Users Group

The NTPCUG is a non-profit, independent organization of individuals learning to apply
personal computers to practical problems. For additional information, call (214) 746-4699.

Member #
Name: (Last) ' (First)
Address: : . (Suite/Apt)
City: - State: - \__ Zip: -
Phone: (Check Preferred No.) Home ___ { ) : Metro? Y ___ N___
Work ) : : Ext. Metra? Y ___ N
Occupation/Profession:
Check one from each column below:
Payment: Membership Classification: Application Status:
Cash —_ Regular ($24.00) - New Member ____
Check __ Student ($12.00) - Renewa) -
Credit Card ____ (ful)-time with TD) Address Change _ _

Do you want access to the NTPCUG Electronic Bulletin Board? Y ____ N ____ Already Have __

Please initial here if you do not wish ta have your address included on member lists sold for the NTPCUG's benefit
to advertisers of [BM compatible products.

The NTPCUG expects and encourages volunteer participation by members in assisting with monthly meetings at INFOMART
and other activities during the month. This usually consi$ts of a few hours of your time each year. f asked, would you
consider working with one or more of the following activities:

1. Working with NTPCUG Volunteer Committees? (Please check all that apply.)

( ] Bulletin Board (BBS) ( ] Information/Registration/Membership
[ ] Disk of the Month (DOM) [ ] Newsletter

{ ] Equipment Setup/Breakdown [ ] Public Relations/Advertising

[ ] Financial/Bookkeeping { ] Spedial Interest Group Coordination

[ ) INFOMART/Vendor Setup
2. Working with Special Interest Groups? (Please check all that apply.)

[ ] Astrometry [ ] Assembler { ] Business Applic. { }C Language

[ ) Communications | ] Cryptanalysis ( ]DAC Software | | DBase

[ ] MS/PC-DOS (] Genealogy [ ] Graphics [ ] Hardware Solutions

[ ) Local Area Net | ]LOTUS [ ] Personal Users [ ] Advanced Programmers
[ ]R:Base () Stock Market () Turbo Pascal { ) WordStar

f ) Micosoft WORD

3. Being a volunteer, informal “consultant” in your area of expertise for NTPCUG members?

If so, list area(s):

Detach below for receipt.

Applications should be mailed to:  North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 780066
Dallas, TX 75378-0066

Received: $ __ Check No. Date: / / By

24



Meetings & Times

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Mainframe Mandelbrot Animation S S
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Borland Corp.
Quattro Pro - Superior Spreadsheet Power
(See page 1 for
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM NTPCUG Business Meeting description of
Caich up on all the lawst.. prog-mms,)
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM ) Commlter Support Corporation
. and Latiars Graphic Editor
. Special Interest Group Meetings
For possible Hime changes, check the Bulletin Board just before the meeting
_ and the overhead display in the lobby at INFOMART.
2:00 - 9:56 10:00 - 10:65 (cont) 12:00 - 12:56 (cont) 200 -2:58
Assembler Local Area Networks Personal Usors Advanced Programmers
Commuriity Volunteers Personal Users RBase Cryplanalysis*®
DOS . Stock Mid lnvesiing DAC Easy Acoounting
Hardwara Sciutions Hath 158 ) Databases
Parsonal Users Orlentation 100 1
10:00 - 10:58 12:00- 1285 Bmimtso%plsm * Next meeting of the
. Cryplanaiysis SIG will ba in
Graphics Clanguage Personal Users March 1890,
Communicanons Turbo Pascal ‘
BC il
North Texas PC Users Group, Inc. Special Inlerest Groups
P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066 §aa
Phona (214)746-4599 for racordad information about the User Group and meeting dates. 3@ Coordlnator gﬁ“cmﬂm g}m‘s&:h'
Assambler Andrew Chak, PhD.  (214)226-3451 h
The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is & nan-profil, independent group, not associated with 1BM or gﬂnl?mggph gﬁosh?ﬁg ggme '85”7’3:
any other Corporation. Mambarship Is open to ownars and others intarested in exchanging ideas, Andrew Chak, PhD.  (214)726-3461 h
information, hardware, predictions, and olher items related to [BM Personal and compatitie computers. Stan Miam (817)548-1573
To join the Group, complete the application dlank printed alsewhers in this newsletter, and send it with  Communiatons  Peis Tes {214)485-7508
$24 membarship dues 1o the Membarship Dlrecior whosae address Is shown below. A subscription 1o the wm. Bernstt {g:gmu
newsletter is included with sach mambership. Tha Group meets once each month, usvally on the
second Saturday. See cover for date, ime and place of the nax1 User Group meeting. Coyptanatysls ﬂ‘:% m&?
NOTE: To accoss the BBS Iom eéc.m mm {.21 ‘)]2554,,00 h
Board of Directors ousids Arss Codé 817, use Aroa Cods 612, R14)4044812 w
Jim HolgIngton, Phll Chambertsin Reagan Andrews, Ph.D, (214)628-0693 h
Chalrman 8id Nofte, Ph.D. BULLETIN BOARD  (817)461-0425 (Metro) Qanaalogy Minnk Charp {214)644-8643 h
Reagan Andrsws, Ph.D.  Zack Porterfleid (617)461-0506 (Metro) Grapbics Richard Terreo (214)307-1259 h
SYSOP: — Tom Prickett How Sohulons David McGetoa (214)681-0202 h
{volee) (214)690-9087 Gary Johmson (2145379676 w
Officera Asst. SYSOP.- Maggie Moomey (2146375851
President Jim Holsington (21414183101 h Technical Advisors: Fred Willlams Local Arsa Net  Frod Willlams QRUKL-1316
Presideni-Eloct  2ack Ponterflald (21444341844 W Pete Testa Dan Marmion {214)750-8130
Progam Cha.  Timothy Carmichasl  (214)681-4626 W Uses Relationss  Kent Cobb LOTUS Mak Geunet (21419648174 h
Troasurer Ken Connes, CPA (21416690377 w Information Mg Dan Mamion Pat Hanley 14299218 h
Secretary Dad HcClteo (Z14)681 0202 h Technlcal Services: Leroy Teanison ParsonalUsers  Bob Presiey {214)867.1670 h
Membershp Dk, Jim Haisington (214}416-810%h Progammers  Kent Cobb 413499554
Advetislng Or.  John Prbyl ©17)21643505h  Address Changes, etc... ™ Jim Hoislnglon guj)matm f
Disk of the North Loaiman {214)598-2539 Payment of dues, address changes, and R:Base Alan Abaris (214)242-1054 w
Growp Staiisticlan  Connio Testa inquiries about membership should be Con Branham (214)3520888 h
Volumesr Coord.  Conia Andrews  (2V)B260699  gicected to Sock Market  CH Murphy @UY229-797
NTPCUG Membership Director .~ Rkhargooman g}%;_‘g}:
Member Emerltus P.O. Box 780066 Volurears Jay Shistons (21418275764 h
Swan Yans Dallas, Texas 753780066 (214)361-5681 w
i Dan Mamion (214)750-6130
(dg?:c)k nawsleller mailing label for your renewal WORD Reagan Andreves, PR.D. (214)828-0699

David McGehge
Dorothy Bertine

{21416810202 h
(B17)387-0893
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